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"Our country is lucky to have Jerry Dennis. A conservationist with the soul of a poet
whose beat is Wild Michigan, Dennis is a kindred spirit of Aldo Leopold and Sigurd
Olson. The Windward Shore---his newest effort---is a beautifully written and elegiac
memoir of outdoor discovery. Highly recommended!" ---Douglas Brinkley, author of
The Wilderness Warrior: Theodore Roosevelt and the Crusade for America "Come
for a journey; stay for an awakening. Jerry Dennis loves the Great Lakes, the swell
of every wave, the curve of every rock. He wants you to love them too before our
collective trashing of them wipes out all traces of their original character. Through
his eyes, you will treasure the hidden secrets that reveal themselves only to those
who linger and long. Elegant and sad at the same time, The Windward Shore is a
love song for the Great Lakes and a gentle call to action to save them." ---Maude
Barlow, author of Blue Covenant: The Global Water Crisis and the Coming Battle for
the Right to Water "In prose as clear as the lines in a Dürer etching, Jerry Dennis
maps his home ground, which ranges outward from the back door of his farmhouse
to encompass the region of vast inland seas at the heart of our continent. Along
the way, inspired by the company of water in all its guises---ice, snow, frost,
clouds, rain, shore-lapping waves---he meditates on the ancient questions about
mind and matter, time and attention, wildness and wonder. As in the best
American nature writing---a tradition that Dennis knows well---here the place and
the explorer come together in brilliant conversation." ---Scott Russell Sanders,
author of A Conservationist Manifesto If you have been enchanted by Jerry Dennis’s
earlier work on sailing the Great Lakes, canoeing, angling, and the natural wonders
of water and sky—or you have not yet been lucky enough to enjoy his engaging
prose—you will want to immerse yourself in his powerful and insightful new book
on winter in Great Lakes country. Grounded by a knee injury, Dennis learns to live
at a slower pace while staying in houses ranging from a log cabin on Lake
Superior’s Keweenaw Peninsula to a $20 million mansion on the northern shore of
Lake Michigan. While walking on beaches and exploring nearby woods and villages,
he muses on the nature of time, weather, waves, agates, books, words for snow
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and ice, our complex relationship with nature, and much more. From the
introduction: “I wanted to present a true picture of a complex region, part of my
continuing project to learn at least one place on earth reasonably well, and trusted
that it would appear gradually and accumulatively—and not as a conventional
portrait, but as a mosaic that included the sounds and scents and textures of the
place and some of the plants, animals, and its inhabitants. Bolstered by the notion
that a book is a journey that author and reader walk together, I would search for
promising trails and follow them as far as my reconstructed knee would allow.”

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
A combination of cookbook and discussion ideas for popular book club selections
features an assortment of recipes for masterful culinary creations that tie in with a
variety of literary masterpieces, including "Honey Cakes" to go with The Secret Life
of Bees or "Shrimp Flautas" for Richard Russo's Empire Falls. Original. 35,000 first
printing.

When Mountains Move
Eggs
"Since their parents divorce when they were young, Nell and her sister Layla have
been each other's stability and support. When Layla starts to pull away, Nell
discovers a secret: Layla is involved with one of their teachers. Nell struggles with
what to do"--

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn - Literature Discovery Guide
Follows an American foreign correspondent's and his wife's struggle to save the life
of, and eventually adopt, an infant girl who was abandoned in conflict-torn
Zimbabwe, an endeavor during which they volunteered at the capital's orphanage,
faced a series of bureaucratic obstacles, and battled numerous life-threatening
conditions that compromised the child's health. Reader's Guide included. Reprint.
35,000 first printing.

Joy in the Morning
Senator A.C. McFerren has been missing for more than six months. The obvious
prime suspect in his disappearance is the homegrown terrorist group known as the
Army of Social Justice. Searching for her kidnapped father leads Brenna McFerren
Jefferson to the terrorists' elusive "Death of Government" headquarters, known as
The Doghouse. But nosing around where the federal government won't investigate
puts a target on her family and sets in motion a rebellion she isn't prepared to
lead. Dreams of liberty cause the Senator's daughter to disguise herself for
undercover recon, recruit a high-ranking defector, and partner with a subversive
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news agency that combats government propaganda. As Brenna's strength and
family ties are tested, she unites a political party that commands the power to
transform the United States.

A Little Larger Than the Entire Universe
A timeless classic is reborn! From Betty Smith—author of A Tree Grows in Brooklyn,
one of the most beloved novels of the past century—comes an unsentimental yet
radiant and powerfully uplifting tale of young hearts and marriage. In 1927, in
Brooklyn, New York, Carl Brown and Annie McGairy meet and fall in love. Though
only eighteen, Annie travels alone halfway across the country to the Midwestern
university where Carl is studying law—and there they marry. But their first year
together is much more difficult than they anticipated, in a faraway place with little
money and few friends. With hardship and poverty weighing heavily upon them,
Annie and Carl come to realize that their greatest sources of strength, loyalty and
love, will help them make it through.

CliffsNotes On Smith's A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
An SF classic from the author of Ender's Game. Kidnapped at an early age, the
young singer Ansset has been raised in isolation at the mystical retreat called the
Songhouse. His life has been filled with music, and having only songs for
companions, he develops a voice that is unlike any heard before. Ansset's voice is
both a blessing and a curse, for the young Songbird can reflect all the hopes and
fears his auidence feels and, by magnifying their emotions, use his voice to
heal--or to destroy. When it is discovered that his is the voice that the Emperor has
waited decades for, Ansset is summoned to the Imperial Palace on Old Earth. Many
fates rest in Ansset's hands, and his songs will soon be put to the test: either to
salve the troubled conscience of a conqueror, or drive him, and the universe, into
mad chaos. Songmaster is a haunting story of power and love--the tale of the man
who would destroy everything he loves to preserve humanity's peace, and the boy
who might just sing the world away. At the Publisher's request, this title is being
sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.

Just Call My Name
A young girl from an impoverished family comes of age in Brooklyn at the turn of
the 20th-century.

Bard of Avon
The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary on major themes,
plots, characters, literary devices, and historical background. CliffsNotes on Smith's
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, you explore life in early 20th-century Brooklyn as you
follow the maturation of Francie Nolan and her family, which includes a harddrinking father and the economic cost associated with that. But no matter the
struggles that Francie encounters on her way to becoming an independent woman,
her tenacity in creating the best life for herself that she can is inescapable.
Ultimately her determination to succeed is like the tree that grows in the courtyard
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where Francie grows up, a tree called the Tree of Heaven, which always grows,
regardless of whether or not it is watered, and which symbolizes the strength to
survive, just as Francie survives. This study guide carefully walks you through
Francie's journey by providing summaries and critical analyses of each book of the
novel. You'll also explore the life and background of the author, Betty Smith. Other
features that help you study include: An overview of the novel A list of characters,
including analyses of major characters A character map that graphically illustrates
the relationships among the characters Analyses of major themes and symbols A
glossary of important terms and phrases from the novel Classic literature or
modern-day treasure—you'll understand it all with expert information and insight
from CliffsNotes study guides.

The Magic of Ordinary Days
Smith's "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn" captured the imagination of readers in 1943. In
the first published biography of Smith, the real-life stories behind the heroes in her
novel are told.

Maggie-now
Songmaster
The #1 New York Times bestseller from FOX News star of Tucker Carlson Tonight
offers “a targeted snipe at the Democrats and Republicans and their elite
enablers” (New York Journal of Books) in a funny political commentary on how
America’s ruling class has failed everyday Americans. “Informal and often
humorous…an entertainingly told narrative of elite malfeasance” (Publishers
Weekly), Tucker Carlson’s Ship of Fools tells the truth about the new American
elites, a group whose power and wealth has grown beyond imagination even as the
rest of the country has withered. The people who run America now barely interact
with it. They fly on their own planes, ski on their own mountains, watch sporting
events far from the stands in sky boxes. They have total contempt for you. In Ship
of Fools, Tucker Carlson offers a blistering critique of our new overlords and
answers the all-important question: How do we put the country back on course?
Traditional liberals are gone, he writes. The patchouli-scented hand-wringers who
worried about whales and defended free speech have been replaced by globalists
who hide their hard-edged economic agenda behind the smokescreen of identity
politics. They’ll outsource your job while lecturing you about transgender
bathrooms. Left and right, Carlson says, are no longer meaningful categories in
America. “The rift is between those who benefit from the status quo, and those
who don’t.” Our leaders are fools, Carlson concludes, “unaware that they are
captains of a sinking ship.” But in the signature and witty style that viewers of
Tucker Carlson Tonight enjoy so much, Ship of Fools is “bulging with big and
interesting ideas, presented succinctly with wit and precision, each chapter a
potential book in itself” (The Washington Times).

Betty Smith: Life of the Author of a Tree Grows in Brooklyn
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Introducing a new star of her generation, an electric debut story collection about
mixed-race and African-American teenagers, women, and men struggling to find a
place in their families and communities. When Danielle Evans's short story
"Virgins" was published in The Paris Review in late 2007, it announced the arrival
of a major new American short story writer. Written when she was only twentythree, Evans's story of two black, blue-collar fifteen-year-old girls' flirtation with
adulthood for one night was startling in its pitch-perfect examination of race, class,
and the shifting terrain of adolescence. Now this debut short story collection
delivers on the promise of that early story. In "Harvest," a college student's
unplanned pregnancy forces her to confront her own feelings of inadequacy in
comparison to her white classmates. In "Jellyfish," a father's misguided attempt to
rescue a gift for his grown daughter from an apartment collapse magnifies all he
doesn't know about her. And in "Snakes," the mixed-race daughter of intellectuals
recounts the disastrous summer she spent with her white grandmother and cousin,
a summer that has unforeseen repercussions in the present. Striking in their
emotional immediacy, the stories in Before You Suffocate Your Own Fool Self are
based in a world where inequality is reality but where the insecurities of
adolescence and young adulthood, and the tensions within family and the
community, are sometimes the biggest complicating forces in one's sense of
identity and the choices one makes.

That Was Then, This Is Now
Play based on "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn": Francie Nolan, avid reader, penny-candy
connoisseur, and adroit observer of human nature, has much to ponder in colorful,
turn-of-the-century Brooklyn. She grows up with a sweet, tragic father, a severely
realistic mother, and an aunt who gives her love too freely--to men, and to a
brother who will always be the favored child. Francie learns early the meaning of
hunger and the value of a penny. She is her father's child--romantic and hungry for
beauty. But she is her mother's child, too--deeply practical and in constant need of
truth. Like the Tree of Heaven that grows out of cement or through cellar gratings,
resourceful Francie struggles against all odds to survive and thrive. Betty Smith's
poignant, honest novel created a big stir when it was first published --Emilie
Coulter at Amazon.com.

The Second Mrs. Hockaday
William Shakespeare was the son of a glovemaker, a small-town boy with a
grammar school education. Yet he grew up to become the greatest Englishspeaking playwright in the world. Bard of Avon: The Story of William Shakespeare
is both his story and that of a great art rediscovered in the modern world. Drama
had been forgotten since the days of ancient Greece, but it reemerged in
Elizabethan London with the building of the first modern theater. Its impact can
still be imagined today. There were the theaters, open to the weather and
featuring neither sets nor curtains, but equipped with dramatic special effects.
There were the companies of actors--the leading men, the comedians, the boys
who played women's roles--and the playwrights who gave them all lines to say.
Best of all, there was William Shakespeare, who rubbed shoulders with noblemen
and royalty as well as with the rowdy crowds at the foot of the stage. He was
suspected of involvement in a treasonous rebellion, and his last play literally
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brought down the house when cannon effects set fire to the famous Globe theater
and it burned to the ground. Award-winning collaborators Diane Stanley and Peter
Vennema have once again created a feast of words and pictures to celebrate the
life of a remarkable person from the pages of history: William Shakespeare, a man
for all time."

Extra Credit
Rad stickers from Gibbs Smith's LoveLit gift line. Collect them all! Each highquality, water-resistant, die-cut sticker is perfect for your water bottle, laptop, car,
notebook, locker, and just about everywhere else.

My Ideal Bookshelf
When Books Went To War
Another classic from the author of the internationally bestselling The Outsiders
Continue celebrating 50 years of The Outsiders by reading this companion novel.
That Was Then, This is Now is S. E. Hinton's moving portrait of the bond between
best friends Bryon and Mark and the tensions that develop between them as they
begin to grow up and grow apart. "A mature, disciplined novel which excites a
response in the reader . . . Hard to forget."—The New York Times

The Windward Shore
The Lady in the Van meets The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry in this uplifting,
funny and moving debut novel about a 79-year-old hoarder who is convinced the
world is against her.

On Bittersweet Place
The books that we choose to keep -- let alone read -- can say a lot about who we
are and how we see ourselves. In My Ideal Bookshelf, dozens of leading cultural
figures share the books that matter to them most; books that define their dreams
and ambitions and in many cases helped them find their way in the world.
Contributors include Malcolm Gladwell, Thomas Keller, Michael Chabon, Alice
Waters, James Patterson, Maira Kalman, Judd Apatow, Chuck Klosterman, Miranda
July, Alex Ross, Nancy Pearl, David Chang, Patti Smith, Jennifer Egan, and Dave
Eggers, among many others. With colorful and endearingly hand-rendered images
of book spines by Jane Mount, and first-person commentary from all the
contributors, this is a perfect gift for avid readers, writers, and all who have known
the influence of a great book.

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
Olivia Dunne, a studious minister's daughter who dreams of being an
archaeologist, never thought that the drama of World War II would affect her quiet
life in Denver. An exhilarating flirtation reshapes her life, though, and she finds
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herself banished to a rural Colorado outpost, married to a man she hardly knows.
Overwhelmed by loneliness, Olivia tentatively tries to establish a new life, finding
much-needed friendship and solace in two Japanese American sisters who are
living at a nearby internment camp. When Olivia unwittingly becomes an
accomplice to a crime and is faced with betrayal, she finally confronts her own
desires. Beautifully written and filled with memorable characters, Creel's novel is a
powerful exploration of the nature of trust and love.

The Senator's Youngest Daughter
A timeless classic is reborn! First published in 1948, and long out of print,
Tomorrow Will Be Better is a heartwarming story of young love, marriage, and
hope from Betty Smith, the beloved author of A Tree Grows in Brooklyn. Set in the
Williamsburg and Bushwick sections of Brooklyn, New York, in the 1920s,
Tomorrow Will Be Better is the story of Margy Shannon—shy, eager, joyfully
optimistic—and her search for something better from life than the hard misery of
poverty in which she lives. All Margy's parents have ever known is an unrewarding
life of poverty, pain, and hard work—a life that has ultimately worn them down. But
Margy, young and just out of school, still holds steadfast to an unshakable
hopefulness and believes a better life is possible. Her goals are simple—to find a
husband she loves, have children, and live in a nice home—one where her children
will never know the terror of want or the need to hide from quarreling parents. And
when she meets Frankie Malone, she thinks at last her dreams might be fulfilled.
But a devastating tragedy rattles her unshakable hopefulness and forces Margy to
finally stand up for what she needs. Rich with the flavor of its Brooklyn
background, and the joys and heartbreak of family life, Tomorrow Will Be Better is
told with a simplicity, tenderness, and humor that only Betty Smith could write.

The Woman Who Kept Everything
Trust is the hardest thing to find . . . and the easiest to lose. Emily Bell has it all.
She's in love with a boy named Sam Border, and his little brother has become part
of her family. This summer is destined to be the best time of their lives - until a
charismatic new girl in town sets her sights on Sam. Now Emily finds herself
questioning the loyalty of the person she trusts the most. But the biggest threat to
her happiness is someone she never saw coming. Sam's psychopathic father is
planning a jailbreak. And he knows exactly where to find Emily and his sons when
he escapes. The happily-ever-after of Holly Goldberg Sloan's acclaimed debut I'LL
BE THERE is turned on its head in this riveting, emotional drama about friends,
enemies and how those roles can shift in a matter of moments.

CliffsNotes on Smith's A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
Murder on Astor Place
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
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A sampling from the Portuguese poet includes newly translated poems, along with
many composed originally in English.

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, Etc. A Novel
Nine-year-old David has recently lost his mother to a freak accident, his salesman
father is constantly on the road, and he is letting his anger out on his grandmother.
Sarcastic and bossy 13-year-old Primrose lives with her childlike, fortuneteller
mother, and a framed picture is the only evidence of the father she never knew.
Despite their differences, David and Primrose forge a tight yet tumultuous
friendship, eventually helping each other deal with what is missing in their lives.
This powerful, quirky novel about two very complicated, damaged children has
much to say about friendship, loss, and recovery.

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
On Bittersweet Place is the powerful coming-of-age story of Lena Czernitski, a
young Russian Jew whose family flees their homeland in the Ukraine after the
October Revolution. The story unfolds in Chicago during the Jazz Age of the 1920 s,
where Lena s impoverished family has settled and where she must traverse the
early years of adolescence. Lena s new world is large and beautiful and full of
promise, but it is also cold and unwelcoming and laden with danger. Ronna
Wineberg delivers a moving, universal story of family, self-discovery, young love,
and the always relevant experience of the immigrant, the refugee, the outsider
struggling to create a new home and a better life in an unfamiliar place.

Before You Suffocate Your Own Fool Self
When Major Gryffth Hockaday is called to the front lines of the Civil War, his new
bride is left to care for her husband’s three-hundred-acre farm and infant son.
Placidia, a mere teenager herself living far from her family and completely
unprepared to run a farm or raise a child, must endure the darkest days of the war
on her own. By the time Major Hockaday returns two years later, Placidia is bound
for jail, accused of having borne a child in his absence and murdering it. What
really transpired in the two years he was away? A love story, a story of racial
divide, and a story of the South as it fell in the war, The Second Mrs. Hockaday
reveals how this generation—and the next—began to see their world anew.

Tomorrow Will Be Better
Following a routine delivery in a rooming house, turn-of-the-century midwife Sarah
Brandt discovers that another boarder, a young girl, has been murdered and,
despite the hindrance of the girl's powerful family, joins forces with Sergeant Frank
Malloy to find the killer before he can strike again. Original.

We Are the Goldens
The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary on major themes,
plots, characters, literary devices, and historical background. In CliffsNotes on
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Smith’s A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, you explore life in early 20th-century Brooklyn
as you follow the maturation of Francie Nolan and her family, which includes a harddrinking father and the economic cost associated with that. But no matter the
struggles that Francie encounters on her way to becoming an independent woman,
her tenacity in creating the best life for herself that she can is inescapable.
Ultimately her determination to succeed is like the tree that grows in the courtyard
where Francie grows up, a tree called the Tree of Heaven, which always grows,
regardless of whether or not it is watered, and which symbolizes the strength to
survive, just as Francie survives. This study guide carefully walks you through
Francie’s journey by providing summaries and critical analyses of each book of the
novel. You'll also explore the life and background of the author, Betty Smith. Other
features that help you study include An overview of the novel A list of characters,
including analyses of major characters A character map that graphically illustrates
the relationships among the characters Analyses of major themes and symbols A
glossary of important terms and phrases from the novel Classic literature or
modern-day treasure — you'll understand it all with expert information and insight
from CliffsNotes study guides.

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
The beloved American classic about a young girl's coming-of-age at the turn of the
century, Betty Smith's A Tree Grows in Brooklyn is a poignant and moving tale
filled with compassion and cruelty, laughter and heartache, crowded with life and
people and incident. The story of young, sensitive, and idealistic Francie Nolan and
her bittersweet formative years in the slums of Williamsburg has enchanted and
inspired millions of readers for more than sixty years. By turns overwhelming,
sublime, heartbreaking, and uplifting, the daily experiences of the unforgettable
Nolans are raw with honesty and tenderly threaded with family connectedness -- in
a work of literary art that brilliantly captures a unique time and place as well as
incredibly rich moments of universal experience. Amazon.com Review Francie
Nolan, avid reader, penny-candy connoisseur, and adroit observer of human
nature, has much to ponder in colorful, turn-of-the-century Brooklyn. She grows up
with a sweet, tragic father, a severely realistic mother, and an aunt who gives her
love too freely--to men, and to a brother who will always be the favored child.
Francie learns early the meaning of hunger and the value of a penny. She is her
father's child--romantic and hungry for beauty. But she is her mother's child,
too--deeply practical and in constant need of truth. Like the Tree of Heaven that
grows out of cement or through cellar gratings, resourceful Francie struggles
against all odds to survive and thrive. Betty Smith's poignant, honest novel created
a big stir when it was first published over 50 years ago. Her frank writing about
life's squalor was alarming to some of the more genteel society, but the book's
humor and pathos ensured its place in the realm of classics--and in the hearts of
readers, young and old. (Ages 10 and older) --Emilie Coulter Review “A profoundly
moving novel, and an honest and true one. It cuts right to the heart of life. . . . If
you miss A Tree Grows in Brooklyn you will deny yourself a rich experience.” (New
York Times ) “One of the most dearly beloved and one of the finest books of our
day.” (Orville Prescott ) “One of the books of the Century.” (New York Public Library
)

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
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In a few hours, Millie will say “I do” to Bump Anderson, a man who loves her
through and through. But would he love her if he knew the secret she keeps?
Millie’s mind is racing and there seems to be no clear line between right and
wrong. Either path leads to pain, and she’ll do anything to protect the ones she
loves. So she decides to bury the truth and begin again, helping Bump launch a
ranch in the wilds of Colorado. But just when she thinks she’s left her old
Mississippi life behind, the facts surface in the most challenging way. That’s when
Millie’s grandmother, Oka, arrives to help. Relying on her age-old Choctaw
traditions, Oka teaches Millie the power of second chances. Millie resists, believing
redemption is about as likely as moving mountains. But Oka stands strong,
modeling forgiveness as the only true path to freedom. Together, Bump, Millie, and
Oka fight against all odds to create a sustainable ranch, all while learning that the
important lessons of their pasts can be used to build a beautiful future.

Ship of Fools
It isn’t that Abby Carson can’t do her schoolwork. She just doesn’t like doing it. And
in February a warning letter arrives at her home. Abby will have to repeat sixth
grade—unless she meets some specific conditions, including taking on an extracredit project to find a pen pal in a distant country. Seems simple enough. But
when Abby’s first letter arrives at a small school in Afghanistan, the village elders
agree that any letters going back to America must be written well. In English. And
the only qualified student is a boy, Sadeed Bayat. Except in this village, it is not
proper for a boy to correspond with a girl. So Sadeed’s younger sister will write the
letters. Except she knows hardly any English. So Sadeed must write the letters. For
his sister to sign. But what about the villagers who believe that girls should not be
anywhere near a school? And what about those who believe that any contact with
Americans is . . . unhealthy? Not so simple. But as letters flow back and
forth—between the prairies of Illinois and the mountains of central Asia, across
cultural and religious divides, through the minefields of different lifestyles and
traditions—a small group of children begin to speak and listen to one another. And
in just a few short weeks, they make important discoveries about their
communities, about their world, and most of all, about themselves.

Love In The Driest Season
The beloved American classic about a young girl's coming-of-age at the turn of the
century, Betty Smith's A Tree Grows in Brooklyn is a poignant and moving tale
filled with compassion and cruelty, laughter and heartache, crowded with life and
people and incident. The story of young, sensitive, and idealistic Francie Nolan and
her bittersweet formative years in the slums of Williamsburg has enchanted and
inspired millions of readers for more than sixty years. By turns overwhelming,
sublime, heartbreaking, and uplifting, the daily experiences of the unforgettable
Nolans are raw with honesty and tenderly threaded with family connectedness -- in
a work of literary art that brilliantly captures a unique time and place as well as
incredibly rich moments of universal experience.

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
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The Book Club Cookbook
A PBS Great American Read Top 100 Pick The beloved American classic about a
young girl's coming-of-age at the turn of the century. From the moment she
entered the world, Francie needed to be made of stern stuff, for the often harsh life
of Williamsburg demanded fortitude, precocity, and strength of spirit. Often
scorned by neighbors for her family’s erratic and eccentric behavior—such as her
father Johnny’s taste for alcohol and Aunt Sissy’s habit of marrying serially without
the formality of divorce—no one, least of all Francie, could say that the Nolans’ life
lacked drama. By turns overwhelming, sublime, heartbreaking, and uplifting, the
Nolans’ daily experiences are tenderly threaded with family connectedness and
raw with honesty. Betty Smith has, in the pages of A Tree Grows in Brooklyn,
captured the joys of humble Williamsburg life-from “junk day” on Saturdays, when
the children of Francie’s neighborhood traded their weekly take for pennies, to the
special excitement of holidays, bringing cause for celebration and revelry. Betty
Smith has artfully caught this sense of exciting life in a novel of childhood, replete
with incredibly rich moments of universal experiences—a truly remarkable
achievement for any writer.

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “Heartwarming.” — New York Times “Whether or
not you’re a book lover, you’ll be moved.” — Entertainment Weekly “A readable,
accessible addition to World War II literature [and] a book that will be enjoyed by
lovers of books about books.” — Boston Globe “Four stars [out of four] . . . A
cultural history that does much to explain modern America.” — USA Today When
America entered World War II in 1941, we faced an enemy that had banned and
burned 100 million books. Outraged librarians launched a campaign to send free
books to American troops and gathered 20 million hardcover donations. In 1943,
the War Department and the publishing industry stepped in with an extraordinary
program: 120 million small, lightweight paperbacks for troops to carry in their
pockets and rucksacks in every theater of war. These Armed Services Editions
were beloved by the troops and are still fondly remembered today. Soldiers read
them while waiting to land at Normandy, in hellish trenches in the midst of battles
in the Pacific, in field hospitals, and on long bombing flights. They helped rescue
The Great Gatsby from obscurity and made Betty Smith, author of A Tree Grows in
Brooklyn, into a national icon. When Books Went to War is the inspiring story of the
Armed Services Editions, and a treasure for history buffs and book lovers alike. “A
thoroughly engaging, enlightening, and often uplifting account . . . I was enthralled
and moved.” — Tim O’Brien, author of The Things They Carried
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