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GroupsAcross
the Street and Around the World
The Fundamentals of Small Group
Communication
Over the past fifteen years, small groups have
become a vital way to build community in large
churches. Nowhere has this been more apparent than
at Saddleback Church. Now Steve Gladen, pastor of
small groups at Saddleback, shares the secrets of that
ministry's incredible success in creating small groups
with purpose. This practical book walks church
leaders through the questions they need to answer to
develop their own intentional small group strategy.
Built around the most commonly asked questions,
Small Groups with Purpose outlines the step-by-step
process of creating a successful small group ministry.
Because it is built upon principles and not methods,
this plan can be implemented in any size church. Each
chapter ends with a list of questions for readers to
answer to help them assess their current situation
and their desires for the future. Personal stories,
Scripture, and examples ground the discussion and
show the system in action. Pastors and small group
leaders will find this book instrumental in making
small groups work in their churches.

Groups that Thrive
Meet students where they are.With Small Group
Strategies, you can effectively guide students in your
small group toward the most important relationship
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they will
ever
have—a lifelong relationship with Christ.
Respected authors Laurie Polich and Charley Scandlyn
offer 30-plus years of collective youth ministry
experience to these proven ideas, which offer:•a
strategic approach to small group ministry•hundreds
of ideas to reach students at every level•practical
applications that foster spiritual growthMeet your
students where they are in life. You have the heart.
You have the vision. Here are the ideas you need to
make it happen.

Activate
Nearly every church is trying to help their
congregants build relationships with others, grow as
disciples, and/or engage in meaningful service
through small groups. Many have argued that these
small groups are the preferred vehicle for relationship
building, disciple making, and membership
assimilation in the local church, especially in large,
multisite churches. Leading Small Groups That Thrive
shows small group leaders, step by step, how to plan
for, launch, build, sustain, and multiply highly
effective, transformational, healthy small group
experiences where people grow spiritually together.
Based on a large-scale research study of small group
pastors, leaders, and members, Leading Small Groups
That Thrive gives church leaders both what they
want--practical, straightforward, actual small group
member voices and experiences, and compelling
guidance on how to build transformational groups
complemented with real-life examples and data of
successful small groups--and what they
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need--substantial,
challenging insights and a datadriven model grounded in the latest research on
church small groups.

The Ultimate Guided Reading How-To
Book
Five keys to building a small group culture that
fosters meaningful, lasting connections within your
church community. Small groups are the key to
impacting lives in your church. But a healthy smallgroup environment doesn’t just happen. So pull up a
chair. Let’s talk about how to make it happen. Bill
Willits and bestselling author Andy Stanley share their
successful approach, which has resulted in nearly
eight thousand adults becoming involved in small
groups at North Point Community Church in Atlanta.
Simply put, the five principles have passed the test.
This is not just another book about community; this is
a book about strategy—strategy that builds a small
group culture. Creating Community shares clear and
simple principles to help people connect into
meaningful relationships. The kind that God desires
for each of us and that He uses to change our lives.
Put this proven method to work in your ministry and
enjoy the tangible results—God’s people doing life
TOGETHER. “The small-group program at North Point
Community Church is not an appendage; it is not a
program we tacked on to an existing structure. It is
part of our lifestyle. We think groups. We organize
groups. We are driven by groups. Creating
Community contains our blueprint for success. And I
believe it has the potential power to revolutionize
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your own
small-group
Exponential Groups
Chris Surratt, Discipleship and Small Groups Specialist
for LifeWay Christian Resources, equips small group
leaders with the tools to gather, launch, lead, and
multiply gospel-centered small groups.

Making Small Groups Work
It's been a crazy day at work, the house is a mess,
and you have nothing in the refrigerator--and you're
hosting your small group tonight. How can you
possibly get a lesson ready in the midst of your
chaotic life? Easy. Just open Instant Small Group. This
no-preparation-required teaching resource provides a
year's worth of engaging, transforming, and easy-tolead discussion guides for adult small groups. All 52
studies are "open and go" for those who, for whatever
reason, don't have the time or energy to prepare.
They can be used by anyone in the group--not just the
leader--and are perfect for road trips, retreats,
coffeehouse conversations, or even as personal
devotionals. Bonus callouts with discussion-specific
teaching tips, brief Bible background information, and
add-on ideas are included, as well as an appendix
titled "20 Tips for Dynamic Discussions."

What Are You Grouping For?, Grades 3-8
Provides twelve steps for planning, implementing,
administering, and evaluating a small group ministry
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Why Small Groups?
Most churches in America struggle to have a
significant percentage of their adult attendance in
small groups. According to recent research done by
Lifeway Research, only “33 percent of churchgoers
attend classes or groups for adults (such as Sunday
school, Bible study, small groups, or Adult Bible
Fellowships) four or more times in a typical month.
Fourteen percent attend two or three times a month.”
Life transformation happens best within the context of
community, so if a church is going to be intentional
about discipleship they have to develop on-ramps to
small groups that reach people on the fringes and
beyond. If we continue to offer small groups to the
normal church attenders, a majority of the people
who show up to church are never reached. Pastors,
church staff and small group leaders are trying to
figure out how to make small groups work in their
church and they don't know how.Small Groups For
The Rest Of Us gives them practical, proven
strategies on moving people from the fringes into
biblically based communities.

The Big Book on Small Groups (Large
Print 16pt)
Like nothing else, small groups have the power to
change lives. They are the ideal route to
discipleship—a place where the rubber of biblical
truth meets the road of human relationships.
However, church leaders often feel at a loss when it
comes to assessing the strengths and weaknesses of
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a church, and they struggle with
understanding and solving the root causes of
problems. Group Life resources provide, in ebook
format, the practical tools and training resources
needed to develop life-changing small group leaders,
coaches to shepherd group leaders, and ultimately, a
thriving church-wide small group ministry. These
resources include the updated and revised versions of
the best-selling Leading Life-Changing Small Groups
and Coaching Life-Changing Small Group Leaders, the
new Building a Life-Changing Small Group Ministry
and the supplemental Group Life Training DVD.
Appropriate for individual or group study, the books
function as manuals and workbooks that teach and
allow readers to process and record information as
they learn. Downloadable web-based vision clips and
supplemental videos in the DVD help readers explore
and discuss topics further. Group Life Resources
conveniently integrate with the ReGroupTM
curriculum, giving trainers the option to use them
together. Bill Donahue and Russ Robinson’s Building a
Life-Changing Small Group Ministry presents a broad
introduction for pastors and point leaders to use as
they navigate through the process of establish-ing
and developing independent groups or a church-wide
ministry of small groups.

Community
Written for those who are trying to nurture authentic
faith communities and for those who have struggled
to retain their faith, The Tangible Kingdom offers
theological answers and real-life stories that
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demonstrate
how the best ancient church practices
can re-emerge in today's culture, through any church
of any size. In this remarkable book, Hugh Halter and
Matt Smay "two missional leaders and church
planters" outline an innovative model for creating
thriving grass-roots faith communities.

Team-based Learning
Small groups are a great place to connect with other
churchgoers, but many wonder, is this all there is? Is
sitting in a living room, talking about a book or
watching a video the extent of what we can do
together? Isn't being a Christian community about
something more than this? Pastor and author Scott
Boren thinks so. In this latest release from missional
thinktank Allelon, Boren gives leaders and members
of small groups the tools they need to make an
impact on their communities. Beginning with a gentle
critique of current small group models, Boren goes on
to show how a uniquely Christian paradigm can set
groups free to transform their communities. The final
section of the book offers over twenty practices that
groups can do to become more missional. Ultimately
Missional Small Groups is about helping groups follow
Jesus by equipping them to bring his message and
healing to a hurting world.

Leading Small Groups That Thrive
Drawing on biblical teaching and the ministry of the
early church, Gareth Weldon Icenogle offers guidance
for setting up and running a biblically based smallPage 8/25
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group ministry
program.
The 8 Habits of Effective Small Group
Leaders
Assessment and solution for seven commonobstacles
to building small groups.It’s one thing to start a small
group ministry. It’s another tokeep the groups in your
church healthy and headed in thesame direction.
Whatever your church’s approach maybe—whether it
is a church with groups or of groups—sooner or later,
as a leader, you’ll need to do sometroubleshooting.
That’s when the expert, to-the-pointguidance in this
book will prove its worth.The beauty of this book lies
in its unique diagnosticprocess. It allows you to
assess, diagnose, and correctseven common “deadly
sins” that can drain the life fromyour church’s small
group ministry.In The Seven Deadly Sins of Small
Group Ministry, whatwould take you years to learn
through trial and error isdistilled into some of the
most useful information you canfind. Drawing on the
knowledge they’ve gleaned fromworking inside Willow
Creek Community Church, fromconsulting with
hundreds of churches, and fromconducting
conferences and seminars worldwide, smallgroup
experts Bill Donahue and Russ Robinson furnishyou
with proven, real-life solutions to the
toughestproblems in your small group ministry. This is
not theory—it is hands-on material you can read and
apply today.

Leading Small Groups
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This fresh
look
at small groups starts with people and
principles rather than program and structure. Stark
and Wieland examine why many small-group
ministries fall short of their goals, and they offer
strategies that start with God's leading and people's
needs. Straightforward, informative, and practical,
this new organic system works for smaller churches
as well as larger ones. Useful for lay leaders, smallgroup members, and pastors who want people to
thrive and develop their spiritual gifts.

The Pocket Guide to Leading a Small
Group: 52 Ways to Help You and Your
Small Group Grow
What's so big about small groups? With proven results
in drawing people into community and helping them
grow to maturity in Christ, small groups have
established themselves as a crucial ministry of the
church to its members and its mission field. But
whether leading a small group, coaching small group
leaders or implementing a church wide ministry, you
need vision, knowledge and skill to minister
effectively through small groups. Jeffrey Arnold knows
the pressures of small group ministry, but he has also
seen the power of small groups in many ministry
settings. In this revised edition of The Big Book on
Small Groups, he breaks down small groups so that
you can see them from all angles. The first four
chapters focus on the structure and benefits of a
small group ministry. Further chapters explore the
basics of Christian community--prayer, worship, Bible
study, outreach and mission, as well as how to
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groups.
Resources for further reading, ideas
for coaches and trainers, and curriculum to photocopy
for small group sessions are also included. A constant
companion throughout your small group ministry, The
Big Book on Small Groups will give you the basics to
get you going--and the support and nurture you need
to make small groups effective as a strategy for
outreach and discipleship.

The Complete Guide to Small Group
Ministry
Over the past two decades, small groups have gone
from spontaneous gatherings among friends to a
major and elaborate phenomenon in the church. Many
evangelical churches have some form of small groups
ministry in place. But there's just one problem, says
Bill Search--what started as a simple get-together has
become a complicated process, especially for small
group leaders. They are often not sure what is
expected of them or what to expect from their groups
as a result of their efforts. In Simple Small Groups,
Search lays out the three C's of small
groups--connecting, changing, and cultivating. This
paradigm helps to simplify leading small groups in a
way that is helpful, rewarding, and life changing.
Unlike many other books geared toward small group
leaders, Simple Small Groups does not require a
church-wide adoption of an intricately designed
system of assimilation, making it useful to any small
group leader looking for guidance.

Successful Small Groups
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After years of leading and overseeing growing small
groups, Pastor Dave Earley has identified 8 core
habits of effective leaders. When adopted, these
habits will transform your leadership too. The habits
include: Dreaming Prayer Invitations Contact
Preparation Mentoring Fellowship Growth When your
leaders adopt and practice these habits, your groups
will move from once-a-week meetings to an exciting
lifestyle of ministry to one another and the lost! Each
habit is discussed in detail, providing "how-to" steps
with an implementation guide at the end of each
chapter. This resource will also be a valuable teaching
tool for training your leaders and guiding your
coaches as they mentor your group leaders. Help your
leaders discover how to make each habit a part of
their life . . . and watch them become more effective!

Chazown
Chazown (pronounced khaw-ZONE) from the Hebrew,
meaning a dream, revelation, or vision. You were born
with your own Chazown. Do you know what it is?
You're invited on a most unusual odyssey--to find,
name, and live out your personal Chazown. It's a
journey you'll never forget because it's impossible to
return unchanged. Practical, fresh, and biblically
sound, Chazown is a one-of-a-kind life planning
experience. Perhaps for the first time, you'll clearly
understand what you've always suspected: I have
been created and put on earth for a unique and
important purpose. And God intends for me to know it
and live it with passion and fulfillment for His glory.
Craig Groeschel will help you get under the surface of
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your life
to discover
your life purpose in three often
overlooked areas: your core values, your spiritual
gifts, and your past experiences. He'll help you turn it
into a highly motivating credo--complete with shortterm goals, action steps, and a supportive network to
make your big dream a reality. And then Craig will
show you how to apply your own chazown to five
critical areas of your life: your relationship with God,
your relationships with people, your finances, your
health and fitness, and your work. Are you living
someone else's dream for your life, or no dream at
all? Get ready for Chazown. For resources, visit The
Chazown Experience at www.chazown.com

The Seven Deadly Sins of Small Group
Ministry
Research on small groups is highly diverse because
investigators who study such groups vary in their
disciplinary identifications, theoretical interests, and
methodological preferences. The goal of this volume
is to capture that diversity, and thereby convey the
breadth and excitement of small group research by
acquainting students with work on five fundamental
aspects of groups. The volume also includes an
introductory chapter by the editors which provides an
overview of the history of and current state-of-the-art
in the field. Together with introductions to each
section, discussion questions and suggestions for
further reading, make the volume ideal reading for
senior undergraduate and graduate students
interested in group dynamics.
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Creating Community
Intermediate grade readers don’t need to be guided
as much as they need to be engaged—and authors
Julie Wright and Barry Hoonan have solutions for
doing just that using small groups. You’ll get practical
tools, classroom examples, and actionable steps
essential for starting, sustaining, and mastering the
management of small groups. This book explains the
five teacher moves that work together to support
students’ reading independence through small group
learning—kidwatching, pivoting, assessing, curating,
and planning—and provides examples to guide you
and your students toward success. This resource will
empower you with tools to ensure that readers are
doing the reading, thinking, and doing—not you.

Missional Small Groups (Allelon Missional
Series)
A practical guidebook that helps readers align with
God's desire to cross cultures and reach all nations.
Many Christians experience a stirring in their souls
after short mission trips or global conferences, or as
they interact with the increasingly diverse sets of
people moving into their neighborhoods, workplaces,
and schools. But most don't know how to build
intentional relationships with people from different
backgrounds. Across the Street and Around the World
offers an answer to those Christians wondering, Is it
possible to engage with people of other cultures right
now, in my everyday world—or even beyond?Step by
step, it helps them see how to prepare their souls,
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their
worldviews, and redesign their patterns
of life to become the sort of people who can represent
Jesus across cultural lines and take part in God's plans
for their neighborhoods, their cities, and the world.

Simple Small Groups
All small groups in the local church are, or could be,
places of faith formation and disciple making. By
offering a more intimate setting, small groups of
every kind are uniquely able to welcome and nurture
people in the church and in the faith. This guideline is
designed to help implement and guide the work of the
ministry area. This is one of the twenty-six Guidelines
that cover church leadership areas including Church
Council and Small Membership Church; the
administrative areas of Finance and Trustees; and
ministry areas focused on nurture, outreach, and
witness including Worship, Evangelism, Stewardship,
and Christian Education, age-level ministries,
Communications, and more. To see a full list of
Guidelines, search by typing keywords: “Guidelines
for Leading Your Congregation 2013-2016,” and click
“search”.

Planning Small Groups with Purpose
In Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus makes the mission of the
church abundantly clear: "Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations . . ." But how do you reach
a twenty-first-century society filled with diverse
backgrounds and varying levels of religious interest?
And how can you expect to grow the body of Christ
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when only
of your own congregation regularly
attends services? The answer may be simpler than
you think: involve and empower the laity in small
group ministry. Kurt W. Johnson not only provides the
tools for organizing and leading successful small
groups, but also explores the biblical and historical
foundations for small group ministry. In this practical
guide Johnson illustrates the proven effectiveness
that small groups have for both nurturing the
spirituality of current church members and leading
friends, neighbors, coworkers, and others to a saving
relationship with Christ. Do you want to fulfill Jesus'
Great Commission? Discover how you and your
church can c

Building a Life-Changing Small Group
Ministry
The Fundamentals of Small Group Communication
provides readers with the fundamentals they need to
become functional and productive members of any
small group. Readers are introduced to the
fundamental issues faced by all small groups (such as
socialization, development, ethics, diversity) and the
procedures utilized by effective small groups (for
example, task accomplishment, decision making,
climate). With a focus on the individual group
member, this textbook encourages readers to reflect
on how their communication behaviors (e.g.,
communication traits, verbal and nonverbal
communication, listening style) and practices (e.g.,
their leadership style, their conflict management
style) contribute to their current small group
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Guidelines for Leading Your
Congregation 2013-2016 - Small Group
Ministries
The Essential Guide for Small Group
Leaders
Small Group Strategies
Tips and techniques for teachers to use for teaching
in small group situations.

The Tangible Kingdom
This book brims with effective strategies for recruiting
leaders, connecting members into groups, coaching
groups for success, and giving people something to
say yes to, even when they have rejected church-wide
campaigns previously offered by their churches. Keys
to effective, ongoing groups include leadership
training, ongoing coaching, appropriate
recordkeeping, as well as a sequence of aligned series
rather than just a single occasional campaign. This
book provides fundamentals that will insure ongoing
success proven principles used effectively in
hundreds of churches across North America. Readers
of Exponential Groupswill learn how to connect their
unconnected members into community, recruit the
Page 17/25

Read PDF All About Small Groups How To Start
And Lead Small Groups In Your Church With His
Power
And Purpose
group leaders
needed to connect and grow their
congregation, coach group leaders for a sustainable
group structure that will serve their church for years
to come, understand how to maintain current
discipleship strategies, and implement new strategies
without alienating their members or derailing their
current systems.

Instant Small Group
Geared towards primary school teachers to
understand the foundation for literacy development

Growing People Through Small Groups
The remarkable teaching strategy of team learning is
explained in this book, taking the teaching of small
groups to a whole new level. Team learning's
distinctive feature is its ability to transform "groups"
into "teams" and use the energy from team dynamics
to generate significant learning, offering teachers
advantages that are not available in any other form of
teaching.

Small Groups with Purpose
"Steve Gladen, pastor of small groups at Saddleback
Church for more than a decade, takes you step-bystep toward a healthy, dynamic group with focus and
purpose. For the new small group leader, the
seasoned leader who feels their small group lacks
purpose, or the leader who is itching to move their
small group to the next level, Leading Small Groups
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is the road map to follow. Every chapter
includes ideas that you can implement immediately,
as well as ways to shape your small group over
time.With Gladen's expert help, you will define
success clearly, develop a personal leadership plan,
invite members into your group, and help members
fulfill the Great Commission and the Great
Commandment." -- Publisher description.

Leading Small Groups with Purpose
Meet instructional challenges effectively and
efficiently by uncovering hidden time for meeting
individual students' needs. With small groups, you'll
work closely with more children each day with her
how-tos on using formative assessment to create
groups from common needs; differentiating for
individuals, even in a group; and enhancing Tier 1 and
Tier 2 instruction.

Small Groups
Biblical Foundations for Small Group
Ministry
Lead small groups through astounding growth with
principles from the best-selling books How People
Grow and Boundaries.No matter what need brings a
group of people together—from marriage enrichment
to divorce recovery, from grief recovery to spiritual
formation—members are part of a small group
because they want to grow. This book by
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Henry Cloud and John Townsend
provides small-group leaders with valuable guidance
and information on how they can help their groups to
grow spiritually, emotionally, and relationally. With
insights from their best-selling book How People
Grow, Cloud and Townsend show how God’s plan for
growth is made up of three key elements: grace plus
truth plus time. When groups embrace those
elements, they find God’s grace and forgiveness and
learn how to handle their imperfections without
shame as they model God’s love and support to one
another.In addition to describing what makes small
groups work, Leading Small Groups That Help People
Grow explains the roles and responsibilities of both
leaders and group members. Employing tenets from
the book How People Grow, this book equips leaders
to understand the ins and outs of how to promote
growth, and using principles from their best-selling
book Boundaries, they show how to identify and find
solutions for common problems such as boredom,
noncompliance, passivity, aggression, narcissism,
spiritualization, over-neediness, over-giving, and
nonstop talking.

How to Build a Small-Groups Ministry
Most small-group leaders don't have time to read a
book on small groups. Most barely have time to lead a
group, much less explore the ins and outs of group
ministry. They just want to know how to lead their
group well! In this book, you'll find simple, clear
answers presented in quick lists so you can easily find
what you need.
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Small-Group Leader's Quick Guide to
(Almost) Everything
Church leaders want to know how to make their small
groups work. Drawing from the startling success of
small groups at The Journey Church, Nelson Searcy
and Kerrick Thomas debunk the myths, set the record
straight, and show how church leaders can implement
a healthy small group ministry that gets the
maximum number of people involved and solves
many of the important problems facing churches of all
sizes. These practical strategies will produce lifechanging results.

Making the Most of Small Groups
Small groups are a great way to promote the spiritual
formation of church attendees. But leading them well
can be hard work, especially if you don't have a plan.
This practical resource helps pastors and small group
point people develop and implement a 12- to
18-month strategic plan for their ministries in order to
keep it healthy and growing. Developed at
Saddleback Church, this completely customizable
plan works for any church size and any denomination.
Readers answer 22 questions that help them
understand their vision, the purpose of their ministry,
and how to connect members, grow numerically and
spiritually, measure progress, develop leaders, create
opportunities to serve, and much more. By the time
they're done, readers will have developed their own
personalized planner for the next year to 18 months
so that they can feel prepared, confident, and
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their small group ministry.
Small Groups for the Rest of Us
Community within the church today is hemorrhaging.
Attention spans are dwindling, noise levels are
increasing, and we can't seem to find time for real
relationships. The answer to such social
fragmentation can be found in small groups, and yet
the majority of small groups—at least in the
traditional sense—are often not the intentional,
transformational community we really want and need.
Somehow we need to get our groups off life support
and into authentic community. Pastor Brad House
helps us to re-imagine what gospel-centered
community looks like and shares from his experience
leading and reproducing healthy small groups. With
wisdom and candor, House challenges us to think
carefully about our own groups and to take steps
toward cultivating communities that are able to
glorify Jesus, bless one another, and participate in the
mission of God.

Teaching Reading in Small Groups
Do you want to get on the fast track to Christian
maturity? Small groups provide the ideal context for
working out our salvation together. Whether you
attend a small group or lead one, this book will raise
your vision and inspire you to excel in the areas of
service to which God has called you. And if you don't
attend a small group? All the more reason you may
want to read Why Small Groups? and let it change
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authors are all pastors from various
Sovereign Grace Ministries churches.

Across the Street and Around the World
The goal of youth ministry is “real” transformation.
But “polite” youth ministry—when teenagers show up,
say nice things to each other, yet never get real with
one another—is not how transformational discipleship
happens. Authors Tighe and Thomas believe leading
young people into an intimate, abiding relationship
with Jesus is the most important investment smallgroup leaders can make in life. And they truly believe
that anyone who cares for teenagers can do it! Real
ministry happens when volunteers/small-group
leaders are equipped and empowered to reach and
develop relationships that make a difference in the
lives of the teenagers. But so many don’t feel like
they really know how. Small-Group Leader’s Quick
Guide to (Almost) Everything gives your volunteers
the practical training they need in the bite-size format
they’ll appreciate. This book is like a satisfying
“protein bar” for youth ministry volunteers. It’s made
for busy people who want to make a big difference in
the lives of teenagers. Here’s some of what you’ll find
packed into this quick guide: • Why relationships are
EVERYTHING in youth ministry, and how to pour fuel
on that fire • How to “decode” teenagers’ behavior in
the moment and respond in a meaningful way • Why
experiencing a relationship with Jesus matters more
than just knowing facts • How to help hurting
teenagers • How to set healthy boundaries for you
and the teenagers • And so much more! If you’re a
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volunteer
youth
worker who cares for teenagers, you
don’t have to be “cool” or wear skinny jeans or have a
theological degree. You just need to have a desire to
be present in the lives of students and feel equipped
to respond. This book helps you do that
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