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Critical Essays on R.K. Narayan's The Guide
R. K. Narayan (1906—2001) witnessed nearly a century of change in his native
India and captured it in fiction of uncommon warmth and vibrancy. Swami and
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Friends introduces us to Narayan’s beloved fictional town of Malgudi, where tenyear-old Swaminathan’s excitement about his country’s initial stirrings for
independence competes with his ardor for cricket and all other things British.
Written during British rule, this novel brings colonial India into intimate focus
through the narrative gifts of this master of literary realism.

The Dark Room
My Dateless Diary
Rasipuram Krishnaswamy Narayan, 1906-2001, Indo-English novelist; contributed
articles.

Swami and Friends
The essays in this book have been divided into two sections. The first section
examines one of Narayn's major works, The Guide. The essays here discuss the
genesis of the novel, narrative structure, use of language, humour and irony in the
novel, the characters, and also the post-colonial quality of The Guide. The second
section situates The Guide within the larger context of Narayan's life and works,
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Narayan as a novelist, themes and characters in his novels, Narayan's Malgudi, and
Narayan as an Indian English writer. These essays will be essential reading for
students who study The Guide, and also Narayan's works as a whole.

Waiting For Mahatma
The Guide
Set against the backdrop of the Indian Freedom Movement, this fiction novel from
award-winning Indian writer R. K. Narayan traces the adventures of a young man,
Sriram, who is suddenly removed from a quiet, apathetic existence and, owing to
his involvement in the campaign of Mahatma Gandhi against British rule in India,
thrust into a life as adventurously varied as that of any picaresque hero. “There are
writers—Tolstoy and Henry James to name two—whom we hold in awe,
writers—Turgenev and Chekhov—for whom we feel a personal affection, other
writers whom we respect—Conrad, for example—but who hold us at a long arm’s
length with their ‘courtly foreign grace.’ Narayan (whom I don’t hesitate to name in
such a context) more than any of them wakes in me a spring of gratitude, for he
has offered me a second home. Without him I could never have known what it is
like to be Indian.”—Graham Greene “R. K. Narayanhas been compared to Gogol in
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England, where he has acquired a well-deserved reputation. The comparison is apt,
for Narayan, an Indian, is a writer of Gogol’s stature, with the same gift for creating
a provincial atmosphere in a time of change.One is convincingly involved in this
alien world without ever being aware of the technical devices Narayan so brilliantly
employs.”—Anthony West, The New Yorker

Le Guide et la Danseuse
While the colourful sweetmeats are frying in the kitchen, Jagan immerses himself in
his copy of the Bhagavad Gita. A widower of firm Gandhian principles, Jagan
nonetheless harbours a warm and embarrassed affection for his wastrel son Mali.
Yet even Jagan's patience begins to fray when Mali descends on the sleepy city of
Malgudi full of modern notions, with a new half-American wife and a grand plan for
selling novel-writing machines. From different generations and different cultures,
father and son are forced to confront each other, and are taken by surprise . . .

The Bells in Their Silence
Fraîchement libéré de prison, Raju s'installe pour la nuit dans un vieux temple au
bord de la rivière. C'est le moment de faire le point sur les errements de son
karma. Il est soudain sorti de ses rêveries par un paysan qui croit voir en lui un de
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ces sages surnaturels et lui demande audience. Bon gré mal gré, Raju endosse
bientôt le rôle de guide spirituel que tout le village veut lui faire jouer. En
alternance, on découvre les aventures passées de Raju-du-chemin-de-fer, guide
touristique improvisé, et sa rencontre avec Rosie, affolante beauté à la gestualité
de déesse Par-delà la fiction aventureuse, le Guide et la Danseuse interroge
l'imposture d'un faux gourou devenu sa propre dupe, et scrute avec profondeur et
subtilité les chimères des passions. « Je suis arrivé à la conclusion que rien en ce
monde ne peut être caché ou supprimé, c'est comme si on tentait de masquer le
soleil avec une ombrelle », déclarera en fin de parcours notre ascète malgré lui.
Dans ce chef‐d’oeuvre de la littérature de l’Inde du sud, R.K. Narayan (19062001),
de son vrai nom Rasipuram Krishnaswami Narayanaswami, nous donne à voir,
presque à sentir et à toucher, le petit monde imaginaire de Malgudi, avec une
étonnante magie évocatrice et une écriture souple d’un naturel envoûtant.
Romancier et nouvelliste dont le génie évoque l’art minutieux d’un Tchekhov et la
force évocatrice d’un Faulkner, Narayan, disparu voilà tout juste une décennie, est
une voix majeure de la littérature universelle du XXe siècle.

Gods, Demons, and Others
A Study Guide for R. K. Narayan's "The Ramayana," excerpted from Gale's
acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context;
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suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust
Novels for Students for all of your research needs.

Mr. Sampath--The Printer of Malgudi
R. K. Narayan (1906—2001) witnessed nearly a century of change in his native
India and captured it in fiction of uncommon warmth and vibrancy. The title
character in The English Teacher, Narayan’s most autobiographical novel, searches
for meaning when the death of his young wife deprives him of his greatest source
of happiness. This pioneering novel, luminous in its detail and refreshingly free of
artifice, is a gift to twentieth-century literature.

The Financial Expert
Munoo, a young boy forced to leave his hill village to fend for himself and discover
the world. His journey takes him far from home to towns and cities, to Bomboy and
Simla, sweating as servant, factory-worker and rickshaw driver. It is a fight for
survival that illuminates, with raw immediacy, the grim fate of the masses in prePartition India.

The Philosophy of Yoga in The Guide (R.K. Narayan)
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Over a career spanning seven decades, R.K. Narayan, easily one of the most
influential and important writers of India, populated the fictional town of Malgudi
with a host of unforgettable characters: Swami and his gang of friends, the
Talkative Man, Raju the guide and Sampath the printer, among many others. These
characters have carved out a place for themselves in popular imagination and live
on, still fresh and endlessly entertaining, many decades after they first appeared.
Timeless Malgudi brings together a selection of the best and the most enduring of
R.K. Narayan's fiction and nonfiction. The Guide examines, with wit and irony, how
a man becomes a godman. The story 'A Horse and Two Goats' describes an
attempt at crosscultural communication which goes haywire, with hilarious
consequences. The excerpt from My Days, Narayan's autobiography, paints a
poignant picture of the author's childhood while the 'Misguided Guide' is a cynical,
sharply written chronicle of the making of the film Guide, based on his novel. Also
included in this volume are excerpts from the travelogue My Dateless Diary and a
brilliant retelling of the Tamil epic Silappadikaram.

R. K. Narayan: The Guide; Some Aspects
R. K. Narayan (1906—2001) witnessed nearly a century of change in his native
India and captured it in fiction of uncommon warmth and vibrancy. In The Dark
Room, Narayan’s portrait of aggrieved domesticity, the docile and obedient Savitri,
like many Malgudi women, is torn between submitting to her husband’s
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humiliations and trying to escape them. Written during British rule, this novel
brings colonial India into intimate focus through the narrative gifts of this master of
literary realism.

A Study Guide for R. K. Narayan's "Forty-Five a Month"
A Guide
‘The best of R.K. Narayan’s enchanting novels’—The New Yorker Raju, a corrupt
tourist guide, together with his lover, the dancer Rosie, leads a prosperous life
before he is thrown into prison. After release he rests on the steps of an
abandoned temple when a peasant passing by mistakes him for a holy man.
Slowly, almost reluctantly, he begins to play the part, acting as a spiritual guide to
the village community. Raju’s holiness is put to the test when a drought strikes the
village, and he is asked to fast for twelve days to summon the rains. Set in
Narayan’s fictional town, Malgudi, The Guide is the greatest of his comedies of selfdeception. ‘A brilliant accomplishment … Narayan is the compassionate man who
can write of human life as comedy’—The New York Times Book Review ‘Narayan is
such a natural writer, so true to his experience and emotions’—V.S. Naipaul
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A Tiger for Malgudi
R.K. Narayan S Career As A Novelist And Short Story Writer Spans Almost Eight
Decades From Swami And Friends (1935) To Grandmother S Tale (1992) Until His
Death On 13 May 2001 At The Ripe Age Of 95. His Distinctive Sense Of Humour,
His Trade Mark Irony, His Bemused, Knowing, Overseeing Perspective, His
Rootedness In Religion And Family Values And His Inescapable Capturing Of The
Essence Of Indian Sensibility All Have Been Looked At From A Refreshingly New
Perspective, Hitherto Only Partly Touched Or Left Unexplored And Unattempted.
New Insights Into The Guide, The Maneater Of Malgudi, A Tiger For Malgudi,
Waiting For The Mahatma, The Dark Room Exploit Freshly-Forged Tools Of Critical
Analysis Comparative, Structural, New Historical , Feminist, Bakhtinian, PostColonial And Socio-Cultural And Ethical.A Welcome Addition To The Extant Critical
Scholarship On R.K. Narayan S Ouevre.A Lucid Discussion Of New Dimensions In
Literary Theory Through Well-Argued, Illustrative Analysis Of Popular Texts.A
Scholarly Elucidation Of The Sociology Of Hinduism As Reflected In Popular
Fiction.An Indispensable Source-Book For Students, Researchers, Teachers,
Scholars In Inter-Related Fields Like Literary Criticism, Theory Of Literature, Indian
Philosophy, Customs And Thought-Patterns, Besides Social Anthropology And
Sociology.
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New Insights Into the Novels of R.K. Narayan
A Study Guide for R. K. Narayan's "An Astrologer's Day"
An unusual and witty travel book about the United States of America. At the age of
fifty, when most people have settled for the safety of routine, R. K. Narayan left
India for the first time to travel through America. In this account of his journey, the
writer’s pen unerringly captures the clamour and energy of New York city, the
friendliness of the West Coast, the wealth and insularity of the Mid-West, the
magnificence of the Grand CanyonThreading their way through the narrative are a
host of delightful characters—from celebrities like Greta Garbo, Aldous Huxley,
Martha Graham, Cartier Bresson, Milton Singer, Edward G. Robinson and Ravi
Shankar to the anonymous business tycoon on the train who dismissed the writer
when he discovered Narayan had nothing to do with India’s steel industry. As a
bonus, there are wry snapshots of those small but essential aspects of American
life—muggers, fast food restaurants, instant gurus, subway commuters, TV
advertisements, and American football. An entrancing and compelling travelogue
about an endlessly fascinating land.

The Man-eater of Malgudi
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The Very Best of R.K. Narayan
After Empire
The Guide
India’s global proximities derive in good measure from its struggle against British
imperialism. In its efforts to become a nation, India turned modern in its own
unusual way. At the heart of this metamorphosis was a "colourful
cosmopolitanism," the unique manner in which India made the world its
neighbourhood. The most creative thinkers and leaders of that period reimagined
diverse horizons. They collaborated not only in widespread anti-colonial struggles
but also in articulating the vision of alter-globalization, universalism, and
cosmopolitanism. This book, in revealing this dimension, offers new and original
interpretations of figures such as Kant, Tagore, Heidegger, Gandhi, Aurobindo,
Gebser, Kosambi, Narayan, Ezekiel, and Spivak. It also analyses cultural and
aesthetic phenomena, from the rasa theory to Bollywood cinema, explaining how
Indian ideas, texts, and cultural expressions interacted with a wider world and
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contributed to the making of modern India.

Coolie
The pick of thirty years of essays from R.K. Narayan, India's greatest English
language novelist. R.K. Narayan is perhaps better known as a novelist, but his
essays are as delightful and enchanting as his stories and novels. Introducing this
selection of essays, Narayan writes, 'I have always been drawn to the personal
essay in which you see something of the author himself apart from the themethe
scope for such a composition is unlimited—the mood may be sombre, hilarious or
satirical and the theme may range from what the author notices from his window
to what he sees in his waste-paper basket to a world cataclysm.' A Writer's
Nightmare is the marvellous result of Narayan's liking for the personal essay. In the
book, he tackles subjects such as weddings, mathematics, coffee, umbrellas,
teachers, newspapers, architecture, monkeys, the caste system, lovers—all sorts of
topics, simple and not so simple, which reveal the very essence of India.

R.K. Narayan's The Guide and Its Cinematic Adaptation
Cultural Politics in Modern India
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In the novels of R. K. Narayan (1906-2001), the forefather of modern Indian fiction,
human-scale hopes and epiphanies express the promise of a nation as it awakens
to its place in the world. Mr. Sampath–The Printer of Malgudi is the story of a
businessman who adapts to the collapse of his weekly newspaper by shifting to
screenplays, only to have the glamour of it all go to his head. Written after India’s
independence, this novel is a masterpiece of social comedy, rich in local color and
abounding in affectionate humor and generosity of spirit.

My Days
The Guide
Following in the footsteps of the storytellers of his native India, R. K. Narayan has
produced his own versions of tales taken from the Ramayana and the Mahabarata.
Carefully selecting those stories which include the strongest characters, and
omitting the theological or social commentary that would have drawn out the
telling, Narayan informs these fascinating myths with his urbane humor and
graceful style. "Mr. Narayan gives vitality and an original viewpoint to the most
ancient of legends, lacing them with his own blend of satire, pertinent explanation
and thoughtful commentary."—Santha Rama Rau, New York Times "Narayan's
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narrative style is swift, firm, graceful, and lucid . . . thoroughly knowledgeable,
skillful, entertaining. One could hardly hope for more."—Rosanne Klass, Times
Literary Supplement

R.K. Narayan, The Guide
Paul Brians presents a chapter-by-chapter study guide to "The Guide," a work of
fiction written in English by the Indian author R.K. Narayan (1906- ). The novel was
originally published in 1958.

R.k. Narayan's the Guide - New Critical Perspectives
Introducing this collection of stories, R. K. Narayan describes how in India 'the
writer has only to look out of the window to pick up a character and thereby a
story'. Malgudi Days is the marvellous result. Here Narayan portrays an astrologer,
a snake-charmer, a postman, a vendor of pies and chappatis - all kinds of people,
drawn in full colour and endearing domestic detail. And under his magician's touch
the whole imaginary city of Malgudi springs to life, revealing the essence of India
and of human experience.

The Mahabharata
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A Study Guide for R. K. Narayan's "The Ramayana"
Reluctant Guru
Rogue is reluctantly cast in the role of a holy man in this ironic comedy of East
Indian life.

Guide, The (Modern Classics)
This is the story of Nataraj, who earns his living as a printer in the little world of
Malgudi, an imaginary town in South India. Nataraj and his close friends, a poet
and a journalist, find their congenia l days disturbed when Vasu, a powerful
taxidermist, moves in with his stuffed hyenas and pythons, and brings his dancingwomen up the printer's private stairs. When Vasu, in search of larger game,
threatens the life of a temple elephant that Natara j has befriended, complications
ensue that are both laughable and tragic.

Writer's Nightmare
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The Mahabharata tells a story of such violence and tragedy that many people in
India refuse to keep the full text in their homes, fearing that if they do, they will
invite a disastrous fate upon their house. Covering everything from creation to
destruction, this ancient poem remains an indelible part of Hindu culture and a
landmark in ancient literature. Centuries of listeners and readers have been drawn
to The Mahabharata, which began as disparate oral ballads and grew into a
sprawling epic. The modern version is famously long, and at more than 1.8 million
words—seven times the combined lengths of the Iliad and Odyssey—it can be
incredibly daunting. Contemporary readers have a much more accessible entry
point to this important work, thanks to R. K. Narayan’s masterful translation and
abridgement of the poem. Now with a new foreword by Wendy Doniger, as well as
a concise character and place guide and a family tree, The Mahabharata is ready
for a new generation of readers. As Wendy Doniger explains in the foreword,
“Narayan tells the stories so well because they’re all his stories.” He grew up
hearing them, internalizing their mythology, which gave him an innate ability to
choose the right passages and their best translations. In this elegant translation,
Narayan ably distills a tale that is both traditional and constantly changing. He
draws from both scholarly analysis and creative interpretation and vividly fuses the
spiritual with the secular. Through this balance he has produced a translation that
is not only clear, but graceful, one that stands as its own story as much as an
adaptation of a larger work.
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The English Teacher
The Vendor of Sweets
"I am inclined to call this the last chapter, but how can an autobiography have a
final chapter? At best, it can only be a penultimate one; nor can it be given a
rounded-off conclusion, as is possible in a work of fiction." So begins the last
chapter of My Days, the only memoir from R. K. Narayan, hailed as "India's most
notable novelist and short-story writer" by the New York Times Book Review. In his
usual winning, humorous style, R. K. Narayan shares his life story, beginning in his
grandmother's garden in Madras with his ferocious pet peacock. As a young boy
with no interest in school, he trains grasshoppers, scouts, and generally takes part
in life's excitements. Against the advice of all, especially his commanding
headmaster father, the dreaming Narayan takes to writing fiction, and one of his
pieces is accepted by Punch magazine (his "first prestige publication"). Soon his
life includes bumbling British diplomats, curious movie moguls, evasive Indian
officials, eccentric journalists, and "the blind urge" to fall in love. R. K. Narayan's
larger-than-life perception of the human comedy is at once acute and forgiving,
and always true to it.
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R.K. Narayan: The Guide: A Study Guide (1958).
In the novels of R. K. Narayan (1906-2001), the forefather of modern Indian fiction,
human-scale hopes and epiphanies express the promise of a nation as it awakens
to its place in the world. In The Financial Expert, a man of many hopes but few
resources spends his time under a banyan tree dispensing financial advice to those
willing to pay for his knowledge. As charming as it is compassionate, this novel
provides an indelible portrait of India in the twentieth century.

Malgudi Days
A Guide to R.K. Narayan's "Malgudi Days"
In After Empire Michael Gorra explores how three novelists of empire—Paul Scott,
V. S. Naipaul, and Salman Rushdie—have charted the perpetually drawn and
perpetually blurred boundaries of identity left in the wake of British imperialism.
Arguing against a model of cultural identity based on race, Gorra begins with
Scott's portrait, in The Raj Quartet, of the character Hari Kumar—a seeming
oxymoron, an "English boy with a dark brown skin," whose very existence
undercuts the belief in an absolute distinction between England and India. He then
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turns to the opposed figures of Naipaul and Rushdie, the two great novelists of the
Indian diaspora. Whereas Naipaul's long and controversial career maps the "deep
disorder" spread by both imperialism and its passing, Rushdie demonstrates that
certain consequences of that disorder, such as migrancy and mimicry, have
themselves become creative forces. After Empire provides engaging and
enlightening readings of postcolonial fiction, showing how imperialism helped
shape British national identity—and how, after the end of empire, that identity
must now be reconfigured.

Critical Response to R.K. Narayan
Nobody writes travelogues about Germany. The country spurs many anxious
volumes of investigative reporting--books that worry away at the "German
problem," World War II, the legacy of the Holocaust, the Wall, reunification, and the
connections between them. But not travel books, not the free-ranging and
impressionistic works of literary nonfiction we associate with V. S. Naipaul and
Bruce Chatwin. What is it about Germany and the travel book that puts them
seemingly at odds? With one foot in the library and one on the street, Michael
Gorra offers both an answer to this question and his own traveler's tale of
Germany. Gorra uses Goethe's account of his Italian journey as a model for testing
the traveler's response to Germany today, and he subjects the shopping arcades of
contemporary German cities to the terms of Benjamin's Arcades project. He reads
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post-Wende Berlin through the novels of Theodor Fontane, examines the role of
figurative language, and enlists W. G. Sebald as a guide to the place of fragments
and digressions in travel writing. Replete with the flaneur's chance
discoveries--and rich in the delights of the enduring and the ephemeral, of
architecture and flood--The Bells in Their Silence offers that rare traveler's tale of
Germany while testing the very limits of the travel narrative as a literary form.
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