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Here are the most significant ethical writings of the 12th-century philosopher,
physician, and master of rabbinical literature — translated from the original
sources by noted Maimonides scholars.

The Cambridge Companion to Maimonides
The 9/11 al-Qaeda attacks on the U.S. in 2001 shocked the world, not only because
of their viciousness but also because of the disillusionment that "holy wars" are a
phenomenon of the past. "Holy wars," rather, are a reality in today's world too,
threatening global peace like never before. In this volume Christoffer Grundmann
pleads for the cultivation of religious literacy and interreglious dialogue. First, he
attempts to regain an adequate understanding of religion by showing the
incompatibility of abstract concepts of religion with religions actually lived. So
Grundmann suggests perceiving religion as the lived relationship toward an
Ultimate. Given that interreligious dialogue is communication about diverse ways
of relating to the Ultimate, the religiously embedded, primarily Jewish philosophy of
encounter and dialogical thinking--with its personalistic nature--comes into focus
here as uniquely suited for such communication. Even though interreligious
encounter implies risk, Christians cannot but engage in it fearlessly, says
Grundmann, because they trust that the risen Christ will reveal himself anew as
the one he really is, wherever and whenever Christians take part in dialogue with
people of other faiths.
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The Matter and Form of Maimonides' Guide
Diana Lobel takes readers on a journey across Eastern and Western philosophical
and religious traditions to discover a beauty and purpose at the heart of reality
that makes life worth living. Guided by the ideas of ancient thinkers and the insight
of the philosophical historian Pierre Hadot, The Quest for God and the Good treats
philosophy not as an abstract, theoretical discipline, but as a living experience. For
centuries, human beings have struggled to know why we are here, whether a
higher being or dimension exists, and whether our existence is fundamentally
good. Above all, we want to know whether the search for God and the good will
bring happiness. Following in the path of the ancient philosophers, Lobel directly
connects conceptions of God or an Absolute with notions of the good, illuminating
diverse classical texts and thinkers. She explores the Bible and the work of Plato,
Aristotle, Augustine, Maimonides, al-Farabi, and al-Ghazali. She reads the Tao Te
Ching, I Ching, Bhagavad Gita, and Upanishads, as well as the texts of Theravada,
Mahayana, and Zen Buddhism, and traces the repercussions of these works in the
modern thought of Alfred North Whitehead, Iris Murdoch, Alasdair MacIntyre, and
Charles Taylor. While each of these texts and thinkers sets forth a distinct and
unique vision, all maintain that human beings find fulfillment in their contact with
beauty and purpose. Rather than arriving at one universal definition of God or the
good, Lobel demonstrates the aesthetic value of multiple visions presented by
many thinkers across cultures. The Quest for God and the Good sets forth a path of
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investigation and discovery culminating in intellectual and spiritual communion.

Ethical Writings of Maimonides
The studies comprising this volume, most of them appearing for the first time in
English, deal with some of the main topics in Maimonides' philosophy and that of
his followers in Provence. At the heart of these topics lies the issue of whether they
adopted a completely naturalistic picture of the workings of the world order, or left
room for the volitional activity of God in history. These topics include divine law,
creation, the Account of the Chariot, prophet and sage, Mosaic prophecy, reasons
for the commandments, and prayer. Special attention is paid to three lesser known
but highly significant Provencal Jewish thinkers: Moses Ibn Tibbon, Levi ben
Avraham, and Moses of Marseilles."

Maimonides and the Merchants
Maimonides was the greatest Jewish philosopher and legal scholar of the medieval
period, a towering figure who has had a profound and lasting influence on Jewish
law, philosophy, and religious consciousness. This book provides a comprehensive
and accessible introduction to his life and work, revealing how his philosophical
sensibility and outlook informed his interpretation of Jewish tradition. Moshe
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Halbertal vividly describes Maimonides's childhood in Muslim Spain, his family's
flight to North Africa to escape persecution, and their eventual resettling in Egypt.
He draws on Maimonides's letters and the testimonies of his contemporaries, both
Muslims and Jews, to offer new insights into his personality and the circumstances
that shaped his thinking. Halbertal then turns to Maimonides's legal and
philosophical work, analyzing his three great books--Commentary on the Mishnah,
the Mishneh Torah, and the Guide of the Perplexed. He discusses Maimonides's
battle against all attempts to personify God, his conviction that God's presence in
the world is mediated through the natural order rather than through miracles, and
his locating of philosophy and science at the summit of the religious life of Torah.
Halbertal examines Maimonides's philosophical positions on fundamental questions
such as the nature and limits of religious language, creation and nature, prophecy,
providence, the problem of evil, and the meaning of the commandments. A
stunning achievement, Maimonides offers an unparalleled look at the life and
thought of this important Jewish philosopher, scholar, and theologian.

GUIDE FOR THE PERPLEXED
While the great medieval philosopher, theologian, and physician Maimonides is
acknowledged as a leading Jewish thinker, his intellectual contacts with his
surrounding world are often described as related primarily to Islamic philosophy.
Maimonides in His World challenges this view by revealing him to have
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wholeheartedly lived, breathed, and espoused the rich Mediterranean culture of his
time. Sarah Stroumsa argues that Maimonides is most accurately viewed as a
Mediterranean thinker who consistently interpreted his own Jewish tradition in
contemporary multicultural terms. Maimonides spent his entire life in the
Mediterranean region, and the religious and philosophical traditions that fed his
thought were those of the wider world in which he lived. Stroumsa demonstrates
that he was deeply influenced not only by Islamic philosophy but by Islamic culture
as a whole, evidence of which she finds in his philosophy as well as his
correspondence and legal and scientific writings. She begins with a concise
biography of Maimonides, then carefully examines key aspects of his thought,
including his approach to religion and the complex world of theology and religious
ideas he encountered among Jews, Christians, Muslims, and even heretics; his
views about science; the immense and unacknowledged impact of the Almohads
on his thought; and his vision of human perfection. This insightful cultural
biography restores Maimonides to his rightful place among medieval philosophers
and affirms his central relevance to the study of medieval Islam.

Exile and Otherness
The incomparable Dara Horn returns with a spellbinding novel of how technology
changes memory and how memory shapes the soul. Software prodigy Josie
Ashkenazi has invented an application that records everything its users do. When
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an Egyptian library invites her to visit as a consultant, her jealous sister Judith
persuades her to go. But in Egypt’s postrevolutionary chaos, Josie is
abducted—leaving Judith free to take over Josie’s life at home, including her
husband and daughter, while Josie’s talent for preserving memories becomes a
surprising test of her empathy and her only means of escape. A century earlier,
another traveler arrives in Egypt: Solomon Schechter, a Cambridge professor
hunting for a medieval archive hidden in a Cairo synagogue. Both he and Josie are
haunted by the work of the medieval philosopher Moses Maimonides, a doctor and
rationalist who sought to reconcile faith and science, destiny and free will. But
what Schechter finds, as he tracks down the remnants of a thousand-year-old
community’s once-vibrant life, will reveal the power and perils of what Josie’s
ingenious work brings into being: a world where nothing is ever forgotten. An
engrossing adventure that intertwines stories from Genesis, medieval philosophy,
and the digital frontier, A Guide for the Perplexed is a novel of profound inner
meaning and astonishing imagination.

Moses Maimonides
A classic of medieval Jewish philosophy, Maimonides’s Guide of the Perplexed is as
influential as it is difficult and demanding. Not only does the work contain
contrary—even contradictory—statements, but Maimonides deliberately wrote in a
guarded and dissembling manner in order to convey different meanings to
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different readers, with the knowledge that many would resist his bold
reformulations of God and his relation to mankind. As a result, for all the acclaim
the Guide has received, comprehension of it has been unattainable to all but a few
in every generation. Drawing on a lifetime of study, Alfred L. Ivry has written the
definitive guide to the Guide—one that makes it comprehensible and exciting to
even those relatively unacquainted with Maimonides’ thought, while also offering
an original and provocative interpretation that will command the interest of
scholars. Ivry offers a chapter-by-chapter exposition of the widely accepted Shlomo
Pines translation of the text along with a clear paraphrase that clarifies the key
terms and concepts. Corresponding analyses take readers more deeply into the
text, exploring the philosophical issues it raises, many dealing with metaphysics in
both its ontological and epistemic aspects.

The Meaning of Life and the Great Philosophers
Leading scholars have combined forces to produce this volume on the philosophy
and legal views of Moses Maimonides (11381204) and the historical context in
which he worked. The philosophical section examines Maimonides
ethical~doctrine, his paradoxical life-style, his Guide of the Perplexed, his attitude
to mysticism, his use of language, and his theory of astronomy. The legal section
deals with law and medicine, the relation of Maimonides legal thought to
the~Talmud, his doctrine of a just war, and his theory of redemption and
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Messianism. The history section examines Maimonides accession to the position of
head of the Jewish community in its historical context at the time of the rise of the
Ayyubid dynasty under Saladin. (PRINT ON DEMAND)

Maimonides
A criritcal study of the twelfth-century philosopher and physician describes
Maimonides's efforts to reconcile his rationationalist thinking and scientific
knowledge with a faith in God, his remarkable influence as a Jew in a Muslim world,
and the lasting legacy of his teachings. Reprint. 20,000 first printing.

Philosophy in the Renaissance of Islam
A publishing sensation long at the top of the best-seller lists in Israel, the original
Hebrew edition of Maimonides and the Book That Changed Judaism has been called
the most successful book ever published in Israel on the preeminent medieval
Jewish thinker Moses Maimonides. The works of Maimonides, particularly The Guide
for the Perplexed, are reckoned among the fundamental texts that influenced all
subsequent Jewish philosophy and also proved to be highly influential in Christian
and Islamic thought. Spanning subjects ranging from God, prophecy, miracles,
revelation, and evil, to politics, messianism, reason in religion, and the therapeutic
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role of doubt, Maimonides and the Book That Changed Judaism elucidates the
complex ideas of The Guide in remarkably clear and engaging prose. Drawing on
his own experience as a central figure in the current Israeli renaissance of Jewish
culture and spirituality, Micah Goodman brings Maimonides’s masterwork into
dialogue with the intellectual and spiritual worlds of twenty-first-century readers.
Goodman contends that in Maimonides’s view, the Torah’s purpose is not to bring
clarity about God but rather to make us realize that we do not understand God at
all; not to resolve inscrutable religious issues but to give us insight into the true
nature and purpose of our lives.

In Search of the Good Life
In the tradition of The Four Agreements and lifelong rabbinical student and scholar
Jeffrey Katz reveals the essential wisdom of unconditional love and charity to our
fellow man. Based on the philosophy of the great Jewish teacher Maimonides,
offers a powerful message for today’s divisive society that can transform our lives
of finger-pointing and blame to a new way of being based on self-respect and care
for others.

Jewish Encounters
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Heschel's classic work on Maimonides, originally published in Berlin during the
thirties, is one of the few scholarly biographies available of the great medieval
philosopher.

The Life Transforming Diet
Presents Maimonides' complete tort theory, and how it compares with other tort
theories both in the Jewish world and beyond.

The Medical Aphorisms of Moses Maimonides
What is the Good Life? Learn from some of the greatest minds in Greek, Jewish,
and Christian thought. Comparing their thought reveals a new apex reached in the
age-old question concerning the relationship of Jerusalem and Athens, faith and
reason. Few have been more influential in Judaism and Christianity than Moses
Maimonides and Thomas Aquinas, yet Aristotle influenced them both in significant
ways. By adopting and adapting some of Aristotle’s best thinking, we can
appreciate Maimonides’ and Aquinas’ search for the Good Life from their
respective views, ranging from the fall to human perfectibility. This examines
human nature, the human telos, and how each would prescribe the route to the
Good Life. For all three, it is ultimately about the knowledge of God. But what does
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that mean? The comparative approach is more illuminating than if considered in
isolation. Comparatively, Aristotle’s approach may be characterized as
informational, Maimonides’ as instructional, and Aquinas’ as pneumatic-relational.
The role of faith as a virtue in both Maimonides and Aquinas makes a substantive
difference over Aristotle’s in philosophical and practical ways. It is used to exploit
their accounts of the human fall, moral perfection, and ultimate human
perfection—the knowledge of God.

Maimonidean Studies
Maimonides
The Secret Life
In Exile and Otherness: The Ethics of Shinran and Maimonides, Ilana Maymind
argues that Shinran (1173–1263), the founder of True Pure Land Buddhism (Jodo
Shinshu), and Maimonides (1138–1204), a Jewish philosopher, Torah scholar, and
physician, were both deeply affected by their conditions of exile as shown in the
construction of their ethics. By juxtaposing the exilic experiences of two
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contemporaries who are geographically and culturally separated and yet share
some of the same concerns, this book expands the boundaries of Shin Buddhist
studies and Jewish studies. It demonstrates that the integration into a new
environment for Shinran and the creative mixture of cultures for Maimonides
allowed them to view certain issues from the position of empathic outsiders.
Maymind demonstrates that the biographical experiences of these two thinkers
who exhibit sensitivity to the neglected and suffering others, resonate with
conditions of exile and diasporic living in pluralistic societies that define the lives of
many individuals, communities, and societies in the twenty-first century.

A Maimonides Reader
Maimonides
Maimonides in His World
The author of the world wide best-seller, Small Is Beautiful, now tackles the subject
of Man, the World, and the Meaning of Living. Schumacher writes about man's
relation to the world. man has obligations -- to other men, to the earth, to progress
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and technology, but most importantly himself. If man can fulfill these obligations,
then and only then can he enjoy a real relationship with the world, then and only
then can he know the meaning of living. Schumacher says we need maps: a "map
of knowledge" and a "map of living." The concern of the mapmaker--in this
instance, Schumacher--is to find for everything it's proper place. Things out of
place tend to get lost; they become invisible and there proper places end to be
filled by other things that ought not be there at all and therefore serve to mislead.
A Guide for the Perplexed teaches us to be our own map makers. This constantly
surprising, always stimulating book will be welcomed by a large audience,
including the many new fans who believe strongly in what Schumacher has to say.

Maimonides
Perspectives on Maimonides
Moses Maimonides (1135-1204), scholar, physician, and philosopher, was the most
influential Jewish thinker of the Middle Ages. In this magisterial new biography, the
work of many years, Herbert Davidson provides an exhaustive guide to
Maimonides' life and works. After considering Maimonides' upbringing and
education, Davidson expounds all of his voluminous writings in exhaustive detail,
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with separate chapters on rabbinic, philosophical, and medical texts. This longawaited volume is destined to become the standard work on this towering figure of
Western intellectual history.

Maimonides Advice
While consulting at an Egyptian library, software prodigy Josie Ashkenazi is
kidnapped and her talent for preserving memories becomes her only means of
escape as the power of her ingenious work is revealed, while at home, her jealous
sister Judith takes over her life at home.

The Guide for the Perplexed
Philosophies of Happiness
Maimonides’ Hidden Torah Commentary -- Volume I – Genesis
1-21
Looks closely at the debates surrounding Maimonides' discussion of creation.
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Maimonides' "Guide of the Perplexed"
The Meaning of Life and the Great Philosophers reveals how great philosophers of
the past sought to answer the question of the meaning of life. This edited
collection includes thirty-five chapters which each focus on a major philosophical
figure, from Confucius to Rorty, and that imaginatively engage with the topic from
their perspective. This volume also contains a Postscript on the historical origins
and original significance of the phrase ‘the meaning of life’. Written by leading
experts in the field, such as A.C. Grayling, Thaddeus Metz and John Cottingham,
this unique and engaging book explores the relevance of the history of philosophy
to contemporary debates. It will prove essential reading for students and scholars
studying the history of philosophy, philosophy of religion, ethics, metaphysics or
comparative philosophy.

Evil and Suffering in Jewish Philosophy
One aim of this series is to dispel the intimidation readers feel when faced with the
work of difficult and challenging thinkers. Moses ben Maimon, also known as
Maimonides (1138–1204), represents the high point of Jewish rationalism in the
middle ages. He played a pivotal role in the transition of philosophy from the
Islamic East to the Christian West. His greatest philosophical work, The Guide of
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the Perplexed, had a decisive impact on all subsequent Jewish thought and is still
the subject of intense scholarly debate. An enigmatic figure, Maimonides continues
to defy simple attempts at classification. The twelve essays in this volume offer a
lucid and comprehensive treatment of his life and thought. They cover the sources
on which Maimonides drew, his contributions to philosophy, theology,
jurisprudence, and Bible commentary, as well as his esoteric writing style and
influence on later thinkers.

Maimonides and Contemporary Tort Theory
The epitaph on Maimonides’s tombstone reads, “From Moses (the prophet) to
Moses, there was none like Moses (Maimonides).” The name, “Moses Maimonides”
(1138-1204) is an acronym for his Hebraic name Moses ben Maimon). For
centuries, yeshiva scholars and students alike affectionately refer to him by the
epithet, “the Rambam.” Just as the original Moses became the founder of the
religion of ancient Israel, Moses Maimonides redefined Judaism for the future
generations—more so than any other Judaic thinker or Halakhic scholar who came
before or after him. Modern Judaism owes its conceptual and legal foundations to
this remarkable thinker. This remarkable person occupies a rare position in the
annals of Jewish history and is widely considered as one of the greatest Jewish
thinkers and philosophers who ever lived. Maimonides stature reached almost
mythic proportions. Jews of all modern religious persuasions—from the ultra-liberal
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to the Haredi branches of Orthodoxy each claim Maimonides as their patron hero.
Both Christian and Islamic thinkers held Maimonides (who refer to him as Musa ibn
Maymun in Arabic writings) in high regard. I have been impressed with the writings
of Rabbi Michael Leo Samuel ever since I read his first book on Philo. I enjoyed the
comprehensive nature of his writings and the many insights in his books. I liked
that he described Philo’s views in an easy to read manner and compared Philo
views with those of many ancient and modern writers. Since that time, I wrote six
reviews of his Philo books and praised them all. There is much in them that will
interest and teach both scholars and readers who had no idea beforehand about
this first century philosopher, or just a little information about him. Reading Rabbi
Samuel’s books will introduce readers to a large number of Philo ideas, those of
other thinkers on the ideas, including the Talmuds and Midrashim, and about
philosophy and Judaism generally. Thus, when Rabbi Samuel asked me to write the
Foreword to his first book on Maimonides, I was very pleased to accept his offer,
both out of respect for his scholarship and because I wrote many books and
articles on Maimonides myself. – Rabbi Dr. Israel Drazin

הרות הנשמ
In Maimonides and the Merchants, Mark R. Cohen reveals the extent of pragmatic
revisions to the halakha, or body of Jewish law, introduced by Moses Maimonides in
his Mishneh Torah, the comprehensive legal code he compiled in the late twelfth
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century.

Maimonides and the Book That Changed Judaism
What does it mean to be truly happy? In Philosophies of Happiness, Diana Lobel
provides a rich spectrum of arguments for a theory of happiness as flourishing or
well-being, offering a global, cross-cultural, and interdisciplinary perspective on
how to create a vital, fulfilling, and significant life. Drawing upon perspectives from
a broad range of philosophical traditions—Eastern and Western, ancient and
contemporary—the book suggests that just as physical health is the well-being of
the body, happiness is the healthy and flourishing condition of the whole human
being, and we experience the most complete happiness when we realize our
potential through creative engagement. Lobel shows that while thick descriptions
of happiness differ widely in texture and detail, certain themes resonate across
texts from different traditions and historical contexts, suggesting core features of a
happy life: attentive awareness; effortless action; relationship and connection to a
larger, interconnected community; love or devotion; and creative engagement.
Each feature adds meaning, significance, and value, so that we can craft lives of
worth and purpose. These themes emerge from careful study of philosophical and
religious texts and traditions: the Greek philosophers Aristotle and Epicurus; the
Chinese traditions of Confucius, Laozi, and Zhuangzi; the Hindu Bhagavad Gītā; the
Japanese Buddhist tradition of Soto Zen master Dōgen and his modern expositor
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Shunryu Suzuki; the Western religious traditions of Augustine and Maimonides; the
Persian Sufi tale Conference of the Birds; and contemporary research on
mindfulness and creativity. Written in a clear, accessible style, Philosophies of
Happiness invites readers of all backgrounds to explore and engage with religious
and philosophical conceptions of what makes life meaningful. Visit
https://cup.columbia.edu/extras/supplement/philosophies-of-happiness for
additional appendixes and supplemental notes.

Teaching Plato in Palestine
A DIFFERENT WAY OF LOOKING AT HERITAGE: For the first time in a boxed set, a
perfect addition to your family’s library, are 3 of the remarkable titles in the Jewish
Encounters series:Betraying Spinoza,Maimonides, andThe Life of David. Discover
3,000 years of Jewish life, history and culture with the series thatThe
WashingtonPost calls “lively and distinguished”. The critically acclaimed Jewish
Encounters series brings together writers of the first rank with people, ideas and
events from the Jewish past.

A Guide for the Perplexed: A Novel
Teaching Plato in Palestine is part intellectual travelogue, part plea for integrating
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philosophy into our personal and public life. Philosophical toolkit in tow, Carlos
Fraenkel invites readers on a tour around the world as he meets students at
Palestinian and Indonesian universities, lapsed Hasidic Jews in New York, teenagers
from poor neighborhoods in Brazil, and the descendants of Iroquois warriors in
Canada. They turn to Plato and Aristotle, al-Ghazālī and Maimonides, Spinoza and
Nietzsche for help to tackle big questions: Does God exist? Is piety worth it? Can
violence be justified? What is social justice and how can we get there? Who should
rule? And how shall we deal with the legacy of colonialism? Fraenkel shows how
useful the tools of philosophy can be—particularly in places fraught with
conflict—to clarify such questions and explore answers to them. In the course of
the discussions, different viewpoints often clash. That's a good thing, Fraenkel
argues, as long as we turn our disagreements on moral, religious, and
philosophical issues into what he calls a "culture of debate." Conceived as a joint
search for the truth, a culture of debate gives us a chance to examine the beliefs
and values we were brought up with and often take for granted. It won’t lead to
easy answers, Fraenkel admits, but debate, if philosophically nuanced, is more
attractive than either forcing our views on others or becoming mired in
multicultural complacency—and behaving as if differences didn’t matter at all.

»Höre die Wahrheit, wer sie auch spricht«
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Beyond “Holy Wars”
International renommierte Wissenschaftler beleuchten die Welt und Philosophie
Moses Maimonides’ (1135–1204) und sein Erbe für unsere Zeit.

Maimonides on the Origin of the World
Oliver Leaman examines questions surrounding the suffering of the chosen people.

A Guide for the Perplexed: A Novel
Presents a full history of the medieval philosopher, physician, and lawmaker,
placing the events of his life in contact with the social, religious, and political
issues of the medieval Mediterranean world.

Maimonides
Maimonides was the greatest Jewish philosopher and legal scholar of the medieval
period, a towering figure who has had a profound and lasting influence on Jewish
law, philosophy, and religious consciousness. This book provides a comprehensive
and accessible introduction to his life and work, revealing how his philosophical
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sensibility and outlook informed his interpretation of Jewish tradition. Moshe
Halbertal vividly describes Maimonides's childhood in Muslim Spain, his family's
flight to North Africa to escape persecution, and their eventual resettling in Egypt.
He draws on Maimonides's letters and the testimonies of his contemporaries, both
Muslims and Jews, to offer new insights into his personality and the circumstances
that shaped his thinking. Halbertal then turns to Maimonides's legal and
philosophical work, analyzing his three great books--Commentary on the Mishnah,
the Mishneh Torah, and the Guide of the Perplexed. He discusses Maimonides's
battle against all attempts to personify God, his conviction that God's presence in
the world is mediated through the natural order rather than through miracles, and
his locating of philosophy and science at the summit of the religious life of Torah.
Halbertal examines Maimonides's philosophical positions on fundamental questions
such as the nature and limits of religious language, creation and nature, prophecy,
providence, the problem of evil, and the meaning of the commandments. A
stunning achievement, Maimonides offers an unparalleled look at the life and
thought of this important Jewish philosopher, scholar, and theologian.

The Quest for God and the Good
Maimonides’ Guide of the Perplexed is generally read as an attempt either to
harmonize reason and revelation or to show that they are irreconcilable. Moving
beyond these familiar debates, Josef Stern argues that the perplexity addressed in
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this famously enigmatic work is the tension between human matter and form: the
body and intellect.
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