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Youth On Religion
What kinds of process of negotiation are involved in teaching and studying Islam in a modern liberal context? How can the
common aims attached to liberal religious education in contemporary European multicultural societies be pursued in singlefaith education? This book contributes to the search for legitimate and successful forms of religious education by presenting
results from a case study examining Islamic education in Finnish schools. Finnish Islamic education, in which students study
their own religion with aims drawn from the liberal educational paradigm, offers a space for negotiating liberal educational
values in an Islamic framework and negotiating Islam in its many contexts. The findings demonstrate the possibilities as
well as challenges in educating for autonomy, tolerance and citizenship through religion. The book also gives insights into
students' negotiations on diversity and tolerance that are important for all involved in any form of multicultural education.
These negotiations bring out distinct challenges in dealing with interreligious, intrareligious and cultural differences, and
demonstrate how different understandings of tolerance in different ideological frameworks can cause confusion among
students. The results lead to a discussion of the educational needs of Muslim students in contemporary Western societies
and the competencies their teachers need.
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South Asia
Asian Interfaith Dialogue
How is religion, particularly non-Christianness, conceptualised and represented in English law? What is the relationship
between religion, race, ethnicity and culture in these conceptualisations? What might be the socio-political effects of
conceptualising religion in particular ways? This book addresses these key questions in two areas of law relating to children.
The first case study focuses on child welfare cases and reveals how the boundaries between race and theological notions of
religion as belief and practice are blurred. Non-Christians are also often perceived as uncivilized but also, at times, racial
otherness can be erased and assimilated. The second examines religion in education and the increasing focus on 'common
values'. It demonstrates how non-Christian faith schools are deemed as in need of regulation, while Christian schools are
the benchmark of good citizenship. In addition, values discourse and citizenship education provide a means to 'de-racialise'
non-Christian children in the ongoing construction of the nation. Central to this analysis is a focus on religion as a sociopolitical, contingent, fluid and invented concept.

A Liberating Spirit
Millions of users have taken up residence in virtual worlds, and in those worlds they find opportunities to revisit and rewrite
their religious lives. Robert M. Geraci argues that virtual worlds and video games have become a locus for the satisfaction
of religious needs, providing many users with devoted communities, opportunities for ethical reflection, a meaningful
experience of history and human activity, and a sense of transcendence. Using interviews, surveys, and his own first-hand
experience within the virtual worlds, Geraci shows how World of Warcraft and Second Life provide participants with the
opportunity to rethink what it means to be religious in the contemporary world. Not all participants use virtual worlds for
religious purposes, but many online residents use them to rearrange or replace religious practice as designers and users
collaborate in the production of a new spiritual marketplace. Using World of Warcraft and Second Life as case studies, this
book shows that many residents now use virtual worlds to re-imagine their traditions and work to restore them to
"authentic" sanctity, or else replace religious institutions with virtual communities that provide meaning and purpose to
human life. For some online residents, virtual worlds are even keys to a post-human future where technology can help us
transcend mortal life. Geraci argues that World of Warcraft and Second Life are "virtually sacred" because they do religious
work. They often do such work without regard for-and frequently in conflict with-traditional religious institutions and
practices; ultimately they participate in our sacred landscape as outsiders, competitors, and collaborators.
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Religious Tolerance, Education and the Curriculum
In the last ten years or so, religious plurality has become higher on the agenda for religious education research in the
Nordic countries. This attention to religious plurality partly reflects processes of globalisation that include both physical
migration and communication of ideas and is-sues across the world, making it ‘smaller’. It also reflects the preoccupation of
governments with social cohesion and, as part of this, intercultural education. In the curricula of the Nordic countries this is
manifested in different ways, setting also the agenda for parts of educational research. This book addresses issues related
to the increasing religious plurality in the Nordic countries. These issues are a challenge to many religious groups including
historically dominant Lutheran national churches, both nationally and locally. They have also led to a reorientation in
religious education research in the last decade. A rich variety of research perspectives are presented under three headings:
Theoretical and methodical perspectives, The world of the students, Teachers and textbooks. Nordic religious education
research here proves to be internationally oriented in terms of theoretical perspectives, whilst also contributing to the
debate through important empirical studies. Examples of issues covered in the book are unintended learning, dialogue,
gender, life-interpretation, spirituality, identity and values. In different ways all the contributions in this book shed light on
the common theme of diversity, and are based on a will to include diverse perspectives both on the actors and the material
of the classroom as well as on the life world of young people. The researchers represent different generations and different
theoretical and methodological perspectives.

Support for interreligious conflict in Indonesia
European cities are changing rapidly in part due to the process of de-industrialization, European integration and economic
globalization. Within those cities public spaces are the meeting place of politics and culture, social and individual territories,
instrumental and expressive concerns. Public Space and the Challenges of Urban Transformation in Europe investigates how
European city authorities understand and deal with their public spaces, how this interacts with market forces, social norms
and cultural expectations, whether and how this relates to the needs and experiences of their citizens, exploring new
strategies and innovative practices for strengthening public spaces and urban culture. These questions are explored by
looking at 13 case studies from across Europe, written by active scholars in the area of public space and organized in three
parts: strategies, plans and policies multiple roles of public space and everyday life in the city. This book is essential
reading for students and scholars interested in the design and development of public space. The European case studies
provide interesting examples and comparisons of how cities deal with their public space and issues of space and society.

Religion, Migration and Existential Wellbeing
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The book aims to promote greater understanding of social cohesion amidst existing complexities of faith and identity, and
what this portends for our future. The emphasis is on the importance of engagement across beliefs and cultures, the
different generations and segments of population, and the diverse interests of people in a digital and interconnected world.
The policy officials, religious leaders, scholars and society-at-large will be able to better appreciate the search for common
ground and harmony, thereby strengthening their endeavours for coexistence.The book seeks to continue the
conversations and deliberations at the International Conference on Cohesive Societies (ICCS) held from 19 to 21 June 2019
in Singapore. The three themes of the ICCS — Faith, Identity, Cohesion — stimulated significant discussions on the need for
mutual respect, trust and understanding of each other's beliefs and cultures. Many ideas on the ways forward were raised
and further discourse is necessary.An unprecedented line-up of academic, civil society, government, intellectual, policy,
religious and youth leaders provided a wide array of perspectives on challenging issues faced by diverse societies around
the world. The transcripts of the official speeches elucidate the vision of leadership and aspiration looking ahead. The book
also features delightful photographs and graphic recordings of the key thrust articulated during the ICCS.

Sustaining the Hope for Unity
The Athiest’s Primer is a concise but wide-ranging introduction to a variety of arguments, concepts, and issues pertaining to
belief in God. In lucid and engaging prose, Malcom Murray offers a penetrating yet fair-minded critique of the traditional
arguments for the existence of God. He then explores a number of other important issues relevant to religious belief, such
as the problem of suffering and the relationship between religion and morality, in each case arguing that atheism is
preferable to theism. The book will appeal to both students and professionals in the philosophy of religion, as well as
general audiences interested in the topic.

The Religion of Law
Although its beginnings can be traced back to the late 19th century, the interfaith movement has only recently begun to
attract mainstream attention, with governments, religious leaders and grassroots activists around the world increasingly
turning to interfaith dialogue and collective action to address the challenges posed and explore the opportunities presented
by religious diversity in a globalising world. This volume explores the history and development of the interfaith movement
by engaging with new theoretical perspectives and a diverse range of case studies from around the world. The first book to
bring together experts in the fields of religion, politics and social movement theory to offer an in-depth social analysis of the
interfaith movement, it not only sheds new light on the movement itself, but challenges the longstanding academic division
of labour that confines ‘religious’ and ‘social’ movements to separate spheres of inquiry.
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Virtually Sacred
Following landmark trade agreements between Japan and the United States in the 1850s, Tokyo began importing a unique
American commodity: Western social activism. As Japan sought to secure its future as a commercial power and American
women pursued avenues of political expression, Protestant church-women and, later, members of the Women's Christian
Temperance Union (WCTU) traveled to the Asian coast to promote Christian teachings and women's social activism. Rumi
Yasutake reveals in Transnational Women's Activism that the resulting American, Japanese, and first generation JapaneseAmerican women's movements came to affect more than alcohol or even religion. While the WCTU employed the language
of evangelism and Victorian family values, its members were tactfully expedient in accommodating their traditional causes
to suffrage and other feminist goals, in addition to the various political currents flowing through Japan and the United States
at the turn of the nineteenth century. Exploring such issues as gender struggles in the American Protestant church and
bourgeois Japanese women's attitudes towards the "pleasure class" of geishas and prostitutes, Yasutake illuminates the
motivations and experiences of American missionaries, U.S. WCTU workers, and their Japanese protégés. The diverse
machinations of WCTU activism offer a compelling lesson in the complexities of cultural imperialism.

Religious Discourse in Attic Oratory and Politics
South Asia: Beyond the Global Financial Crisis (K Shanmugam); South Asia and the Global Financial Crisis: Impacts and
Implications (A Palit); Global Crisis, Financial Institutions and Reforms: An EME Perspective (D M Nachane); Socio-Economic
Developments in South Asia: Issues and Outlook (M S Aiyar); Political Developments in South Asia: Issues and Outlook (S
Aziz); The Major Powers and Conflicts in South Asia (T V Paul); Religious Extremism and Terrorism in Pakistan: Challenges
for National Security (R B Rais); Prospects for Conflict Resolutions in South Asia (D Jayatilleka); India, Pakistan and
Bangladesh: 'Trilateralism' in South Asia? (I A Chowdhury).

Religious Diversity and Education. Nordic Perspectives
This book analyzes socio-religious transformation in Tanzania. Some scholars claim that religion has returned to the public
domain since the collapse of Tanzanian socialism, and that there is a tension between Muslims and Christians. Based on
focus group discussions in Dar es Salaam, author Thomas Joseph Ndaluka acquires insight into Muslim - Christian relations
using Critical Discourse Analysis. He analyzes how Muslims and Christians identify and position themselves in relation to
each other and the conditions which make them elevate their religious identity over other identities. Ndaluka reveals that
some periphreal voices threaten social cohesion, but, in general, Muslims and Christians maintain friendly relations and
avoid conflict. He also shows individualization or de-institutionalization as dominant trends in the country. However,
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educational institutions have remained strong and influence other institutions, such as the family. (Series: Interreligious
Studies - Vol. 5)

Religious Discourse, Social Cohesion and Conflict
This book addresses current debates in the field of social cohesion. It examines the ethics and policy making of social
cohesion and explores various means for promoting social cohesion including history education, citizenship education,
language, human rights based teacher training and school partnerships.

Faith, Identity, Cohesion: Building A Better Future
Congratulations to Luke Bretherton on winning the 2013 Michael Ramsey Prize for Theological Writing for Christianity and
Contemporary Politics! Relations between religious and political spheres continue to stir passionate debates on both sides
of the Atlantic. Through a combination of theological reflection and empirical case studies, Bretherton succeeds in offering
timely and invaluable insights into these crucial issues facing 21st century societies. Explores the relationship between
Christianity and contemporary politics through case studies of faith-based organizations, Christian political activism and
welfare provision in the West; these case studies assess initiatives including community organizing, fair trade, and the
sanctuary movement Offers an insightful, informative account of how Christians can engage politically in a multi-faith,
liberal democracy Integrates debates in political theology with inter-disciplinary analysis of policy and practice regarding
religious social, political and economic engagement in the USA, UK, and continental Europe Reveals how Christians can help
prevent the subversion of the church – and even of politics itself – by legal, bureaucratic, and market mechanisms, rather
than advocating withdrawal or assimilation Engages with the intricacies of contemporary politics whilst integrating
systematic and historical theological reflection on political and economic life

Religion, Conflict, and Democracy in Modern Africa
In recent years, Muslim communities in Europe and throughout the West have come under increasingly virulent criticism,
blamed for everything from terrorism to breakdowns of social cohesion and ideas of national identity. In response, the
Gülen Movement, inspired by the teachings of Turkish Muslim scholar Fethullah Gülen, has organized volunteers to use
dialogue and education as ways to bridge the divide of misunderstanding that separates Muslims and non-Muslims. The
Gülen Movement analyzes the work of the Gülen volunteers using social movement theory, helping us to understand the
interactions of its origins, goals, structure, and composition.
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Understanding Religious Pluralism
The book offers a critical investigation of a wide range of features of religious discourse in the transmitted forensic,
symbouleutic and epideictic orations of the Ten Attic Orators, a body of 151 speeches which represents the mature
flourishing of the ancient art of public speaking and persuasion. Serafim focuses on how the intersections between such
religious discourse and the political, legal and civic institutions of classical Athens help to shed new light on polis identitybuilding and the construction of an imagined community in three institutional contexts – the law court, the Assembly and
the Boulē: a community that unites its members and defines the ways in which they make decisions. After a full-scale
survey of the persistently and recurrently used features of religious discourse in Attic oratory, he contextualizes and
explains the use of specific patterns of religious discourse in specific oratorical contexts, examining the means or
restrictions that these contexts generate for the speaker. In doing so, he explores the cognitive/emotional and
physical/sensory reactions of the speaker and the audience when religious stimuli are provided in orations, and how this
contributes to the construction of civic and political identity in classical Athens. Religious Discourse in Attic Oratory and
Politics will be of interest to anyone working on classical Athens, particularly its legal institutions, on ancient rhetoric, and
ancient Greek religion and politics.

The Impact of Religion on Social Cohesion, Social Capital Formation and Social Development in
Different Cultural Contexts
The creation of a secular education system was one of the great social experiments designed to break down religious
intolerance within society. One element of this design was administrative, involving the creation of non-denominational
schools, and another element involved a centralised curriculum. In this collection of essays, political philosophers, lawyers,
sociologists, theologians and educators explore the role of state schools in promoting tolerance within 21st century
multicultural, religiously pluralistic societies. How may different models of liberalism in the secular state have different
outcomes in relation to religious tolerance in the education system? Does a state education system have a role in teaching
values such as tolerance, and if so, how is this best achieved? How are epistemology and truth connected with tolerance?
How does the ideal of a ‘value free’ secular education mask the values that the secular state teaches? The essays are
written from both theoretical and practical perspectives and engage with each other directly to address one of the
significant issues of our day. This is the fourth volume arising from a series of conferences on the theme of ‘Negotiating the
Sacred’. Previous volumes have included /Blasphemy and Sacrilege in a Multicultural Society; Blasphemy and Sacrilege in
the Arts; and Medicine, Religion and the Body.

Coming Together/coming Apart
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The culture wars have as much to do with rhetorical style as moral substance. Cathleen Kaveny focuses on a powerful
stream of religious discourse in American political speech: the Biblical rhetoric of prophetic indictment. It can be strong
medicine against threats to the body politic, she shows, but used injudiciously it does more harm than good.

Community Cohesion in Crisis?
While the idea of "community: is increasingly vital to our individual and social well-being, our ordinary communal relations
are being eroded by increased mobility, lost traditions, and the growing pluralism of society. Examining this renewed desire
for community, Coming Together/Coming Apart locates the current problems in modern capitalism. Out of a common matrix
of a lifeworld in crises, contemporary religious, social, and feminist discussions compose an ideological struggle over the
reformation of society. Bounds analyzes a broad range of theorists from Daniel Bell and Stanley Hauerwas to Sharon Welch
and Cornel West. In comparing their arguments about community, she illustrates critical assumptions about the roles of
morality and religion including the values of difference, the diversity of traditions, and the nature of moral connection.

Peacebuilding in Deeply Divided Societies
The fieldwork and case studies contained in this book were gathered from one-on-one interviews with residents of four of
South Africa's nine provinces (Western Cape, Northern Cape, KwaZulu-Natal, and Gauteng). To those living beyond the
country's borders, it provides insights into their daily lives and details the problems, frustrations, and hopes of residents of
some of the country's most conflicted areas.

Information Technology, National Identity & Social Cohesion
The historical ambivalence among Pentecostals about their relationship to culture and society needs evaluation. How do we
understand Pentecostal engagement with society, and how are Pentecostals in North America engaging issues of race,
class, gender, and ecology? What theologically motivates North American Pentecostals to respond to social issues? What
categories best explain Pentecostal responses to social issues in North America? How do they compare to Pentecostal
responses elsewhere? Recently, scholars of global Pentecostalism have proposed that the experience of the Spirit among
Pentecostals has elicited the development of a Pentecostal "theology of liberation," which has implications for
understanding Pentecostal responses to social issues. These projects primarily explore the Pentecostal response to cultural
issues in areas outside of North America and especially focus on Africa, Asia, and Latin America. This volume assesses
whether the categories of social liberation applied to non-Western Pentecostalism characterize Pentecostalism in North
America. Is there evidence of a Pentecostal "theology of liberation" that explains Pentecostal engagement in North
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America? Do social-liberation categories fit the North American Pentecostal responses to social issues or are others more
suitable? These and other important questions about the relation between liberation theology and North American
Pentecostalism are thoroughly explored in this important collection of essays.

Popular Belief in Contemporary China
Topic of this publication is "popular belief in contemporary China". It focuses on the positions of participants in the
Chineselanguage discourse rather than taking the current state of research in the Western world as the starting point for its
exploration. This study lays open the discursive thread in the People’s Republic of China about indigeneity and the critical
reception by Chinese academics of Western research approaches. Many Chinese authors have begun to question the ability
of Western theories to adequately explain phenomena in China. This book also deals with discursive strategies of Chinese
academics aimed at the legitimation of popular belief and in support of a scientific treatment of popular belief in the
People’s Republic of China. The author gives a comprehensive overview of the broad range of positions within this rapidly
unfolding social and academic sphere.

Migration and Social Cohesion in the UK
Globalisation has led to increasing cultural and religious diversity in cities around the world. What are the implications for
young people growing up in these settings? How do they develop their religious identities, and what roles do families,
friends and peers, teachers, religious leaders and wider cultural influences play in the process? Furthermore, how do
members of similar and different cultural and faith backgrounds get on together, and what can young people tell us about
reducing conflict and promoting social solidarity amid diversity? Youth On Religion outlines the findings from a unique largescale project investigating the meaning of religion to young people in three multi-faith locations. Drawing on survey data
from over 10,000 young people with a range of faith positions, as well as a series of fascinating interviews, discussion
groups and diary reports involving 160 adolescents, this book examines myriad aspects of their daily lives. It provides the
most comprehensive account yet of the role of religion for young people growing up in contemporary, multicultural urban
contexts. Youth On Religion is a rigorous and engaging account of developing religiosity in a changing society. It presents
young people’s own perspectives on their attitudes and experiences and how they negotiate their identities. The book will
be an instructive and valuable resource for psychologists, sociologists, criminologists, educationalists and anthropologists,
as well as youth workers, social workers and anyone working with young people today. It will also provide essential
understanding for policy makers tackling issues of multiculturalism in advanced societies.

"I Come from a Pancasila Family"
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This book examines how new dimensions of diversity and difference, so often debated in the national context, are emerging
at the neighbourhood level.

Law and Religion
What is the glue of society? Which forms of sociability help to overcome social needs and poverty? The role of religion and
religious institutions are often expected to be relevant to questions like these. But until today, these issues were seldom
raised from a theological perspective. This volume opens the discourses on social cohesion, social capital formation, and
social development for the theological debate, presenting theoretical reflections and empirical research by scholars from
different religion-related disciplines. (Series: Studies on Religion and Culture / Studien zu Religion und Kultur - Vol. 4)

Negotiating Identity and Tradition in Single-faith Religious Education
The Interfaith Movement
Discourse Research and Religion
What is unity and how does it serve as a goal for ecumenical dialogue? How can churches, ecumenical organizations,
ministers, and theologians effectively approach this goal in the twenty-first century? Sustaining the Hope for Unity offers a
methodological reflection on these questions using insights of contemporary critical theory. With particular attention to the
work of Jürgen Habermas, the book develops a framework for exchanging religious narratives in a postmodern context
marked by pluralism and ambiguity. Using this framework to address questions that have emerged out of the life of the
World Council of Churches, Sustaining the Hope for Unity argues that unity must be imagined eschatologically in order to
achieve inclusive and non-coercive dialogue between diverse Christian communities. Looking ahead to ecumenism in the
twenty-first century, it makes a case for the role of the WCC as a public space for the exchange of religious narratives.

Rethinking Education for Social Cohesion
This book analyses religious identity transformations through inter-religious relations. It aims to highlight the link between
religious discourse and social cohesion, or the lack of such a link, and ultimately seeks to contribute to the dominant
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discourse on Muslim-Christian relations. The book is based on fieldwork in Indonesia and Tanzania, and is timely because of
the growing tensions between Muslims and Christians in both countries. Its relevance lies in its fresh look at theories of
religion and science. &ltBR> From its establishment as an academic discipline, the phenomenology of religion has
dominated religious studies. Its theory of religion is 'realist' (religion is a reality 'in itself') and its view of science is
objectivist (scientific knowledge is true if its representation of reality corresponds with reality itself). Based on Discourse
Theory, the author argues that religion does not exist 'in itself'. Human practices and artifacts become religious because
they are placed in a narrative context by the believers. By using discourse analysis as a research method, the author shows
how religious identities in Tanzania and Indonesia are constructed, negotiated and manipulated in order to gain material or
symbolic profit.

Knowledge, Belief, and Transcendence
Nation Formation and Social Cohesion
This book examines how new dimensions of diversity and difference, so often debated in the national context, are emerging
at the neighbourhood level.

Christianity and Contemporary Politics
Based on a flagship research project for the Joseph Rowntree Foundation's Immigration and Inclusion programme, this book
argues that social cohesion is achieved through people (new arrivals as well as the long-term settled) being able to resolve
the conflicts and tensions within their day-to-day lives in ways that they find positive and viable.

The Atheist's Primer
A critical analysis of Australia's neoliberal state and role in the American imperial project in Asia. In exposing the causal
mechanisms for violence and prospects for more wars it argues for emancipatory alternatives to the existing dominant and
anti-democratic neoliberal governmentality.

The Gülen Movement
In this bold theoretical work, Bruce Lincoln explores the ways in which myth, ritual, and classification hold human societies
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together--and how, in times of crisis, they can be used to take a society apart and reconstruct it. Without overlooking the
role of coercive force in the maintenance (or overthrow) of social structures, Lincoln argues his thesis with compelling
illustrations drawn from such diverse areas as Platonic philosophy, the Upanishads of India, ancient Celtic banquets,
professional wrestling, and the Spanish Civil War. This wide-ranging interdisciplinary study--which draws on works in history,
semiotics, anthropology, sociology, classics, and indology--offers challenging new insights into the complex dynamics of
social cohesion and change.

Public Space and the Challenges of Urban Transformation in Europe
Our contemporary world is fast becoming religiously diverse in a variety of ways. Thanks to globalization and migration, to
mention only two current worldwide trends, people of diverse and sometimes mutually hostile faiths are now sharing
neighborhoods and encountering one another's religious traditions on a daily basis. For scholars in religious studies and
theology the issue to be examined is whether religious diversity is merely the result of historical development and social
interaction, or whether it is inherent in the object of belief--part of the very structure of faith and our attempts to
understand and express it. The essays in this volume range from explorations of the impact of religious diversity on
religious studies to examples of interfaith encounter and dialogue, and current debates on Christian theology of religion.
These essays examine not only the theoretical issues posed by religious pluralism to the study of religion and Christian
theology but also concrete cases in which religious pluralism has been a bone of contention. Together, they open up new
vistas for further conversation on the nature and development of religious pluralism.

Community Cohesion in Crisis?
This book examines social identity transformations through interreligious relations in post-Reformasi Indonesia. It answers
two questions: how do Muslims and Christians identify and position themselves and others; and what are the socio-cognitive
effects of their identification and positioning? The objectives are, first, to gain insight into the relation between religious
discourse and (the lack of) social cohesion, and, second, to contribute to a theory and method of studying interreligious
relations. The study is based on 24 focus group discussions in Surakarta (Central Java), making a critical discourse analysis
of them. The book concludes that the interviewees use various classifications to identify and position themselves and
others, although these are not fixed but fluid, depending on specific situations and interests. The book advocates for a shift
from the 'social identity' theory to a 'multiple identity' theory for studying religion and interreligious relations. (Series:
Interreligious Studies - Vol. 6)

Religious Discourse, Social Cohesion and Conflict
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This book explores a critical question: in the wake of identity-based violence, what can internal and international
peacebuilders do to help “deeply divided societies” rediscover a sense of living together? In 2016, ethnic, religious, and
sectarian violence in Syria and Iraq, the Central African Republic, Myanmar, and Burundi grab headlines and present
worrying scenarios of mass atrocities. The principal concern which this volume addresses is “social cohesion” - relations
within society and across deep divisions, and the relationship of individuals and groups with the state. For global
peacebuilding networks, the social cohesion concept is a leitmotif for assessment of social dynamics and a strategic goal of
interventions to promote resilience following violent conflict. In this volume, case studies by leading international scholars
paired with local researchers yield in-depth analyses of social cohesion and related peacebuilding efforts in seven countries:
Guatemala, Kenya, Lebanon, Nepal, Nigeria, Myanmar, and Sri Lanka.

Neoliberal Australia and US Imperialism in East Asia
Spanning various regions of Sub-Saharan Africa, the authors of this volume come together to explore the complex
relationship between religion and democracy in contemporary Africa. As a result of the end of the Cold War and the fall of
the Soviet Union, many African countries have come to the realization, however partial, that political and social change is
inevitable in spite of government heavy-handedness and threats. It has also become evident that no political system that
refuses to permit freedom of political expression and alternative systems of governance could continue to be sustained. It is
in precisely this political climate that religious institutions have collaborated with other elements of civil society to call for
political reforms, with the church often becoming the prominent voice against oppressive governments in countries such as
Kenya and South Africa. It is the purpose of this book to assess how religion shapes political issues and to what extent
religious forces influence the civil society. By acknowledging the role of the civil society, the essays recognize the resilience
that comes out of Africa even when the sociopolitical situation seems unbearable.

Prophecy without Contempt
The discursive study of religion is a growing field that attracts increasing numbers of students and researchers from a wide
variety of disciplinary backgrounds. This volume is the first systematic presentation of the research into religion and
discourse. Written by experts from various disciplines, each chapter offers an integrative overview of theory, method, and
contextual studies by focusing on a specific approach, interdisciplinary relationship, controversy, or theme in the field.
Taking the discursive dimension in the production of knowledge seriously, the book also provides a critical analysis of
academic practice and explores new forms of scholarly communication, including open peer-review. The collected volume
will appeal to scholars and postgraduate students across a variety of disciplines, including religious studies, history of
religion, sociology of religion, discourse studies, cultural studies, and area studies.
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Discourse and the Construction of Society
This book uses the very latest research to examine current interactions between religion, migration and existential
wellbeing. In particular, it demonstrates the role of religion and religious organizations in the social, medical and existential
wellbeing of immigrants within their host societies. By focusing on the role and politics of religion and religious
organisations as well as the religious identity and faith of individuals, it highlights the connection between existential
wellbeing, integration and social cohesion. The book brings together researchers from various disciplines taking on the
challenge to elaborate on the theme of this book from different perspectives, using different methods and theories with a
wide selection of cases from various parts of the world. The value of multidisciplinary research on the role of religion in a
globalised society – locally, nationally and internationally – is important for understanding the composition and potential
solutions to social and political problems. Religious aspects and organisations are present in legal, political and social forms
of governance and form the basis for future research on e.g. secularisation, democracy, minorities, human rights, welfare,
healthcare and identity formation. These and other related topics are discussed in this book. This book is an up-to-date and
multifaceted study of how religion engages with the mass movement of peoples. As such, it will be of great interest to any
scholar of Religious Studies, Migrant Studies, Sociology of Religion, Religion and Politics, as well as Legal Studies with a
human right focus.
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