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The Darkening Age
This collection explores the concepts and practices of masquerade as they apply to concepts and practices of war. The
contributors insist that masquerades are everyday aspects of the politics, praxis, and experiences of war, while also
discovering that finding masquerades and tracing how they work with war is hardly simple. With a range of theories,
innovative methodologies, and contextual binoculars, masquerade emerges as a layered and complex phenomenon. It can
appear as state deception, lie, or camouflage, as in the population-centric American warfare in Iraq that was sold as good
for the local people, or the hidden violence Russian military forces used on each other and on local men in Chechnya.
Masquerade can also be part of a people's war logic as exemplified by the Maoist movement in India. Yet masquerade can
also be understood as a normal social mask that people don to foreground an identity or belief from one's cluttered
repertoire in order to gain agency. Elements of masquerade can appear in texts that proclaim seemingly unequivocal
positions while simultaneously yet subtly suggesting opposing positions. Masquerades of all kinds also seem ubiquitous in
fieldwork research and in resistance movements in war zones. Perhaps masquerade, though, is ultimately the denial of
death lurking behind the clarion call of security, a call that bolsters war by making militarized policing normal to secure
populations from terrorists. These interpretations and others comprise Masquerades of War. This book will be of much
interest to students of critical war studies, critical security, conflict studies and IR in general.

Damascus Nights
Moving and inspiring, Syria Speaks is testament to the courage, creativity and imagination of the Syrian people.
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Syria Speaks
The Pianist from Syria
Working-class artists are hugely under-represented in the arts industries, facing extra challenges from unpaid work to
prejudice, though they make up a third of the British population. How can we break this cycle of inequality? Smashing It
celebrates the achievements of working-class artists in Britain, from the global takeover of Grime musicians to the literary
powerhouses pushing representative narratives, also showcasing their works. Offering guidance and inspiration, leading
musicians, playwrights, visual artists, filmmakers and writers share how they overcame obstacles, from the financial to the
philosophical, to make it in the arts. An essential read, Smashing It will empower those who will be a part of tomorrow’s
bigger picture.

Culture and Crisis in the Arab World
This book tackles the assumptions behind common understandings of religious nationalism, exploring the complex
connections between religion, nationalism, conflict, and conflict transformation. * Speeches of political and religious leaders
* Chronologies of conflicts in such places as Israel-Palestine, Sri Lanka, and the former Yugoslavia

The Things I Would Tell You
Newbery Honor Book! A gorgeously written, hopeful middle grade novel in verse about a young girl who must leave Syria to
move to the United States, perfect for fans of Jason Reynolds and Aisha Saeed. Jude never thought she’d be leaving her
beloved older brother and father behind, all the way across the ocean in Syria. But when things in her hometown start
becoming volatile, Jude and her mother are sent to live in Cincinnati with relatives. At first, everything in America seems too
fast and too loud. The American movies that Jude has always loved haven’t quite prepared her for starting school in the
US—and her new label of “Middle Eastern,” an identity she’s never known before. But this life also brings unexpected
surprises—there are new friends, a whole new family, and a school musical that Jude might just try out for. Maybe America,
too, is a place where Jude can be seen as she really is. This lyrical, life-affirming story is about losing and finding home and,
most importantly, finding yourself.

No Turning Back: Life, Loss, and Hope in Wartime Syria
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They Die Strangers, a novella and thirteen short stories, is the first full-length work of the distinguished Yemeni writer
Mohammad Abdul-Wali to appear in English. Abdul-Wali died tragically in an aviation accident, and his stories were
collected after his death by the translators Abubaker Bagader and Deborah Akers. Abdul-Wali was born in Ethiopia of Arab
Yemeni parents. His stories, filled with nostalgia and the bitterness of exile, deal with the common experiences of Yemenis
like himself who are caught between cultures by the displacements of civil war or labor migration. His characters include
women left behind, children raised without fathers, and men returning home after years of absence. He explores the human
condition through the eyes of the oppressed and disenfranchised and is particularly sympathetic to the plight of women.
Abdul-Wali writes in a realistic style, sparse and simple, a style that the translators have reproduced well in this volume.

They Die Strangers
Internationally renowned artist Makoto Fujimura reflects on Shusaku Endo's novel Silence and grapples with the nature of
art, pain and culture. Showing that light is yet present in darkness, he uncovers deep layers of meaning in Japanese history
and finds connections to how faith is lived in contexts of trauma.

Orientalism
On March 17, 2011, many Syrians rose up against the authoritarian Asad regime that had ruled them with an iron fist for
forty years. Initial successes were quickly quashed, and the revolution seemed to devolve into a civil war pitting the
government against its citizens and extremist mercenaries. As of late 2015, almost 300,000 Syrians have been killed and
over half of a total population of 23 million forced out of their homes. Nine million are internally displaced and over four
million are wandering the world, many on foot or in leaky boats. Countless numbers have been disappeared. These
shocking statistics and the unstoppable violence notwithstanding, the revolution goes on. The story of the attempted
crushing of the revolution is known. Less well covered has been the role of artists and intellectuals in representing to the
world and to their people the resilience of revolutionary resistance and defiance. How is it possible that artists, filmmakers
and writers have not been cowed into numbed silence but are becoming more and more creative? How can we make sense
of their insistence that despite the apocalypse engulfing the country their revolution is ongoing and that their works
participate in its persistence? With smartphones, pens, voices and brushes, these artists registered their determination to
keep the idea of the revolution alive. Dancing in Damascus traces the first four years of the Syrian revolution and the
activists’ creative responses to physical and emotional violence.

My House in Damascus
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An astonishing but true account of a pianist’s escape from war-torn Syria to Germany offers a deeply personal perspective
on the most devastating refugee crisis of this century. Aeham Ahmad was born a second-generation refugee—the son of a
blind violinist and carpenter who recognized Aeham's talent and taught him how to play piano and love music from an early
age. When his grandparents and father were forced to flee Israel and seek refuge from the Israeli–Palestinian conflict
ravaging their home, Aeham’s family built a life in Yarmouk, an unofficial camp to more than 160,000 Palestinian refugees
in Damascus. They raised a new generation in Syria while waiting for the conflict to be resolved so they could return to their
homeland. Instead, another fight overtook their asylum. Their only haven was in music and in each other. Forced to leave
his family behind, Aeham sought out a safe place for them to call home and build a better life, taking solace in the
indestructible bond between fathers and sons to keep moving forward. Heart-wrenching yet ultimately full of hope, and told
in a raw and poignant voice, The Pianist from Syria is a gripping portrait of one man’s search for a peaceful life for his family
and of a country being torn apart as the world watches in horror.

Religious Nationalism
The Arab Spring
In 2011, Syrians took to the streets to demand the overthrow of the regime of Bashar al-Assad. Today, much of Syria has
become a war-zone where foreign journalists find it almost impossible to go. Burning Country explores the reality of life in
present-day Syria. Drawn from over fifteen years of work with the people of Syria, it reveals the stories of opposition
fighters, exiles lost in an archipelago of refugee camps, and many others. Examining new grassroots revolutionary
organisations, the rise of ISIS and Islamism, and the emergence of the worst refugee crisis since World War Two, Burning
Country is a vivid account of a modern-day political and humanitarian nightmare. -- from back cover.

Art and Politics Now
**Please note that this will work best on a color device and will appear in a horizontal format** The #1 New York Timesbestselling author of The Kite Runner, A Thousand Splendid Suns, and And the Mountains Echoed responds to the
heartbreak of the current refugee crisis with this deeply moving, beautifully illustrated short work of fiction for people of all
ages, all over the world. "Intensely moving. . .Powerfully evocative of the plight in which displaced populations find
themselves."– Kirkus, STARRED Review "Hosseini's story, aimed at readers of all ages, does not dwell on nightmarish fates;
instead, its emotional power flows from the love of a father for his son."– Publishers Weekly, STARRED BOX Review A short,
powerful, illustrated book written by beloved novelist Khaled Hosseini in response to the current refugee crisis, Sea Prayer
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is composed in the form of a letter, from a father to his son, on the eve of their journey. Watching over his sleeping son, the
father reflects on the dangerous sea-crossing that lies before them. It is also a vivid portrait of their life in Homs, Syria,
before the war, and of that city's swift transformation from a home into a deadly war zone. Impelled to write this story by
the haunting image of young Alan Kurdi, the three-year-old Syrian boy whose body washed upon the beach in Turkey in
September 2015, Hosseini hopes to pay tribute to the millions of families, like Kurdi's, who have been splintered and forced
from home by war and persecution, and he will donate author proceeds from this book to the UNHCR (the UN Refugee
Agency) and The Khaled Hosseini Foundation to help fund lifesaving relief efforts to help refugees around the globe. Khaled
Hosseini is one of the most widely read writers in the world, with more than fifty-five million copies of his novels sold
worldwide in more than seventy countries. Hosseini is also a Goodwill Envoy to the UNHCR, and the founder of The Khaled
Hosseini Foundation, a nonprofit that provides humanitarian assistance to the people of Afghanistan.

Documenting Syria
In Syria, culture has become a critical line of defence against tyranny. Syria Speaks is a celebration of a people determined
to reclaim their dignity, freedom and self-expression. It showcases the work of over fifty artists and writers who are
challenging the culture of violence in Syria. Their literature, poems and songs, cartoons, political posters and photographs
document and interpret the momentous changes that have shifted the frame of reality so drastically in Syria. Moving and
inspiring, Syria Speaks is testament to the courage, creativity and imagination of the Syrian people. ‘Syria Speaks is a
remarkable achievement and a remarkable book – a wise, courageous, imaginative and beautiful response to all that is ugly
in human behaviour. This extraordinary anthology gives a voice to those we may have forgotten, or whom we may classify
as simply passive and silent victims. The people shown living, dreaming and speaking here are far more than victims and
only silent if we refuse to hear them.’ A.L. Kennedy ‘An extraordinary collection, revealing a dynamic and exciting culture in
painful transition – a culture where artists are really making a difference You need to read this book.’ Brian Eno

When Peace Is Not Enough
You may wonder why the Middle East gets so much airtime. Regions of the world were competing to host the apocalypse
and the Middle East won. I disagreed with the idea that reality has become too strange to satirise. Then I read that bin
Laden was radicalised by Shakespeare. Meanwhile, Iraq seems to be invading itself for the oil. Bringing together the wildly
wry observations and sketches of online sensation Karl reMarks, this hilarious collection proudly presents views you’re
guaranteed not to hear on the news.

Dancing in Damascus
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From established literary heavyweights to emerging spoken word artists, the writers in this ground-breaking collection blow
away the narrow image of the ‘Muslim Woman’. Hear from users of Islamic Tinder, a disenchanted Maulana working as a TV
chat show host and a plastic surgeon blackmailed by MI6. Follow the career of an actress with Middle-Eastern heritage
whose dreams of playing a ghostbuster spiral into repeat castings as a jihadi bride. Among stories of honour killings and illfated love in besieged locations, we also find heart-warming connections and powerful challenges to the status quo. From
Algiers to Brighton, these stories transcend time and place revealing just how varied the search for belonging can be.
Between them the writers in this anthology have been short- or long-listed for four Orange Prizes, two Man Booker Prizes
and won countless other awards. Alongside renowned authors are emerging voices published here for the first time.

We Crossed a Bridge and It Trembled
Since 2011, the art of the Arab uprisings has been the subject of much scholarly and popular attention. Yet the role of
artists, writers and filmmakers themselves as social actors working under extraordinary conditions has been relatively
neglected. Drawing on critical readings of Bourdieu's Field Theory, this book explores the production of culture in Arab
social spaces in 'crisis'. In ten case studies, contributors examine a wide range of countries and conflicts, from Algeria to the
Arab countries of the Gulf. They discuss among other things the impact of Western public diplomacy organisations on the
arts scene in post-revolutionary Cairo and the consequences of dwindling state support for literary production in Yemen.
Providing a valuable source of empirical data for researchers, the book breaks new ground in adapting Bourdieu's theory to
the particularities of cultural production in the Middle East and North Africa.

Don't Panic, I'm Islamic
Newcomer Salma and friends cook up a heartwarming dish to cheer up Mama. All Salma wants is to make her mama smile
again. Between English classes, job interviews, and missing Papa back in Syria, Mama always seems busy or sad. A
homemade Syrian meal might cheer her up, but Salma doesn't know the recipe, or what to call the vegetables in English, or
where to find the right spices! Luckily, the staff and other newcomers in her Welcome Home are happy to lend a hand--and
a sprinkle of sumac. With creativity, determination, and charm, Salma brings her new friends together to show Mama that
even though things aren't perfect, there is cause for hope and celebration. Syrian culture is beautifully represented through
the meal Salma prepares and Anna Bron's vibrant illustrations, while the diverse cast of characters speaks to the power of
cultivating community in challenging circumstances.

Masquerades of War
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Syria Speaks
“Rania Abouzeid has produced a work of stunning reportage from the very heart of the conflict, daring to go to the most
dangerous places in order to get the story.” —Dexter Filkins, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Forever War Awardwinning journalist Rania Abouzeid dissects the tangle of ideologies and allegiances that make up the Syrian conflict through
the dramatic stories of four young people seeking safety and freedom in a shattered country. Hailed by critics, No Turning
Back masterfully “[weaves] together the lives of protestors, victims, and remorseless killers at the center of this century’s
most appalling human tragedy” (Robert F. Worth). Based on more than five years of fearless, clandestine reporting, No
Turning Back brings readers deep inside Bashar al-Assad’s prisons, to covert meetings where foreign states and
organizations manipulated the rebels, and to the highest levels of Islamic militancy and the formation of the Islamic State.
An utterly engrossing human drama full of vivid, indelible characters, No Turning Back shows how hope can flourish even
amid one of the twenty-first century’s greatest humanitarian disasters. Winner of the Overseas Press Club of America's
Cornelius Ryan Award for the best non-fiction book on international affairs and a finalist for the Lionel Gelber Prize.

The Jasmine Sneeze
Thomas Edward Lawrence finds himself enmeshed in intrigue and open warfare in Arabia during the First World War.
Adapting and embracing the culture of the Arabs, his story becomes one of both personal contemplation and stunning
resourcefulness on the battlefield. The author looks back on his time spent as a British officer working with Arab forces in
their fight against the German-allied Ottoman Turks. Planning and participating in numerous attacks as well as acts of often
ingenious sabotage, Lawrence describes scenes of wartime action with gripping immediacy that clearly relays the savagery
and confusion of combat. His engagement with Arab soldiers and championing of their cause endeared him to those he
served with and afforded him the opportunity to write sharp character portrayals of several of his most notable comrades.
In addition, there are rich asides on military strategy and guerrilla warfare, desert geography and history, as well as a
consistent probing introspection as the author finds himself transformed by all he has experienced. Seven Pillars of Wisdom
is a singular work that is at once a sweeping adventure story, a valuable primary historical source with modern relevance,
and the deeply felt memoir of an extraordinary man. With an eye-catching new cover, and professionally typeset
manuscript, this edition of Seven Pillars of Wisdom is both modern and readable.

Other Words for Home
Expert analysis of Yemen's social and political crisis, with profound implications for the fate of the Arab World The
democratic promise of the 2011 Arab Spring has unraveled in Yemen, triggering a disastrous crisis of civil war, famine,
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militarization, and governmental collapse with serious implications for the future of the region. Yet as expert political
researcher Helen Lackner argues, the catastrophe does not have to continue, and we can hope for and help build a different
future in Yemen. Fueled by Arab and Western intervention, the civil war has quickly escalated, resulting in thousands killed
and millions close to starvation. Suffering from a collapsed economy, the people of Yemen face a desperate choice between
the Huthi rebels on the one side and the internationally recognized government propped up by the Saudi-led coalition and
Western arms on the other. In this invaluable analysis, Helen Lackner uncovers the roots of the social and political conflicts
that threaten the very survival of the state and its people. Importantly, she argues that we must understand the roots of the
current crisis so that we can hope for a different future for Yemen and the Middle East. With a preface exploring the US’s
central role in the crisis.

The Beat
Silence and Beauty
LONG-LISTED FOR THE CARNEGIE MEDAL Reminiscent of the work of Nobel Prize winner Svetlana Alexievich, an astonishing
collection of intimate wartime testimonies and poetic fragments from a cross-section of Syrians whose lives have been
transformed by revolution, war, and flight. Against the backdrop of the wave of demonstrations known as the Arab Spring,
in 2011 hundreds of thousands of Syrians took to the streets demanding freedom, democracy and human rights. The
government’s ferocious response, and the refusal of the demonstrators to back down, sparked a brutal civil war that over
the past five years has escalated into the worst humanitarian catastrophe of our times. Yet despite all the reporting, the
video, and the wrenching photography, the stories of ordinary Syrians remain unheard, while the stories told about them
have been distorted by broad brush dread and political expediency. This fierce and poignant collection changes that. Based
on interviews with hundreds of displaced Syrians conducted over four years across the Middle East and Europe, We Crossed
a Bridge and It Trembled is a breathtaking mosaic of first-hand testimonials from the frontlines. Some of the testimonies are
several pages long, eloquent narratives that could stand alone as short stories; others are only a few sentences, poetic and
aphoristic. Together, they cohere into an unforgettable chronicle that is not only a testament to the power of storytelling
but to the strength of those who face darkness with hope, courage, and moral conviction.

Yemen in Crisis
‘Bursting with creativity, wit and intelligence’ Brian Eno How can you tell if your neighbour is speaking Muslim? Is a mosque
a kind of hedgehog? Can I get fries with that burka? You can't trust the media any longer, but there's no need to fret: Don't
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Panic, I'm Islamic provides you with the answers. Read this book to learn how you too can spot an elusive Islamist. Discover
how Arabs (even 21-year-old, largely innocuous and totally adorable ones) plant bombs and get tips about how to interact
with Homeland Security, which may or may not involve funny discussions about your sexuality. Commissioned in response
to the US travel ban, Don’t Panic, I’m Islamic includes cartoons, graffiti, photography, colouring in pages, memoir, short
stories and more by 34 contributors from around the world. Provocative and at times laugh-out-loud funny, these
subversive pieces are an explosion of expression, creativity and colour. Contributors: Hassan Abdulrazzak, Leila Aboulela,
Amrou Al-Kadhi, Shadi Alzaqzouq, Chant Avedissian, Tammam Azzam, Bidisha, Chaza Charafeddine, Molly Crabapple, Carol
Ann Duffy, Moris Farhi, Negin Farsad, Joumana Haddad, Saleem Haddad, Hassan Hajjaj, Omar Hamdi, Jennifer Jajeh, Sayed
Kashua, Mazen Kerbaj, Arwa Mahdawi, Sabrina Mahfouz, Alberto Manguel, Esther Manito, Aisha Mirza, James Nunn, Chris
Riddell, Hazem Saghieh, Rana Salam, Karl Sharro, Laila Shawa, Bahia Shehab, Sjón, Eli Valley, Alex Wheatle.

Salma the Syrian Chef
The state of Israel is often spoken of as a haven for the Jewish people, a place rooted in the story of a nation dispersed,
wandering the earth in search of their homeland. Born in adversity but purportedly nurtured by liberal ideals, Israel has
never known peace, experiencing instead a state of constant war that has divided its population along the stark and
seemingly unbreachable lines of dissent around the relationship between unrestricted citizenship and Jewish identity. By
focusing on the perceptions and histories of Israel’s most marginalized stakeholders—Palestinian Israelis, Arab Jews, and
non-Israeli Jews—Atalia Omer cuts to the heart of the Israeli-Arab conflict, demonstrating how these voices provide urgently
needed resources for conflict analysis and peacebuilding. Navigating a complex set of arguments about ethnicity,
boundaries, and peace, and offering a different approach to the renegotiation and reimagination of national identity and
citizenship, Omer pushes the conversation beyond the bounds of the single narrative and toward a new and dynamic
concept of justice—one that offers the prospect of building a lasting peace.

The Culture of God
More than three decades after its first publication, Edward Said's groundbreaking critique of the West's historical, cultural,
and political perceptions of the East has become a modern classic. In this wide-ranging, intellectually vigorous study, Said
traces the origins of "orientalism" to the centuries-long period during which Europe dominated the Middle and Near East
and, from its position of power, defined "the orient" simply as "other than" the occident. This entrenched view continues to
dominate western ideas and, because it does not allow the East to represent itself, prevents true understanding. Essential,
and still eye-opening, Orientalism remains one of the most important books written about our divided world. From the Trade
Paperback edition.
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Male Roles, Masculinities and Violence
Syria is now one of the most important countries in the world for the documentary film industry. Since the 1970s, Syrian
cinema masters played a defining role in avant-garde filmmaking and political dissent against authoritarianism. After the
outbreak of violence in 2011, an estimated 500,000 video clips were uploaded making it one of the first YouTubed
revolutions in history. This book is the first history of documentary filmmaking in Syria. Based on extensive media
ethnography and in-depth interviews with Syrian filmmakers in exile, the book offers an archival analysis of the
documentary work by masters of Syrian cinema, such as Nabil Maleh, Ossama Mohammed, Mohammed Malas, Hala Al
Abdallah, Hanna Ward, Ali Atassi and Omar Amiralay. Joshka Wessels traces how the works of these filmmakers became
iconic for a new generation of filmmakers at the beginning of the 21st century and maps the radical change in the
documentary landscape after the revolution of 2011. Special attention is paid to the late Syrian filmmaker and prodemocracy activist, Bassel Shehadeh, and the video-resistance from Aleppo and Raqqa against the regime of President
Bashar al-Assad and the Islamic State. An essential resource for scholars of Syrian Studies, this book will also be highly
relevant to the fields of media & conflict research, anthropology and political science.

The Seven Pillars of Wisdom
In the classical Arab tradition of tale-telling, here is a magical book that celebrates the power of storytelling, delightfully
transformed for modern sensibilities by an award-winning author. The time is present-day Damascus, and Salim the
coachman, the city's most famous storyteller, is mysteriously struck dumb. To break the spell, seven friends gather for
seven nights to present Salim with seven wondrous "gifts"-seven stories of their own design. Upon this enchanting frame of
tales told in the fragrant Arabian night, the words of the past grow fainter, as ancient customs are yielding to modern
turmoil. While the hairdresser, the teacher, the wife of the locksmith sip their tea and pass the water pipe, they swap
stories about the magical and the mundane: about djinnis and princesses, about contemporary politics and the difficulties
of bargaining in a New York department store. And as one tale leads to another and another all of Damascus appears before
your eyes, along with a vision of storytelling-and talk-as the essence of friendship, of community, of life. A sly and graceful
work, a delight to readers young and old, Damascus Nights is, according to Publishers Weekly, "a highly atmospheric,
pungent narrative."

Lens on Syria
An unprecedented survey of artists in exile from the 19th century through the present day, with notable attention to Asian,
Latin American, African American, and female artists This timely book offers a wide-ranging and beautifully illustrated study
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of exiled artists from the 19th century through the present day, with notable attention to individuals who have often been
relegated to the margins of publications on exile in art history. The artworks featured here, including photography,
paintings, drawings, prints, and sculpture, present an expanded view of the conditions of exile--forced or voluntary--as an
agent for both trauma and ingenuity. The introduction outlines the history and perception of exile in art over the past 200
years, and the book's four sections explore its aesthetic impact through the themes of home and mobility, nostalgia,
transfer and adjustment, and identity. Essays and catalogue entries in each section showcase diverse artists, including not
only European ones--like Jacques-Louis David, Paul Gauguin, George Grosz, and Kurt Schwitters--but also female, African
American, East Asian, Latin American, and Middle Eastern artists, such as Elizabeth Catlett, Harold Cousins, Mona Hatoum,
Lotte Jacobi, An-My Lê, Matta, Ana Mendieta, Abelardo Morell, Mu Xin, and Shirin Neshat.

A God Who Hates
This book is based on an expert group meeting entitled 'Male Roles and Masculinities in the Perspective of a Culture of
Peace', which was organised by UNESCO in Oslo, Norway in 1997, the first international discussion of the connections
between men and masculinity and peace and war. The group consisted of researchers, activists, policy makers and
administrators and the aim of the meeting was to formulate practical suggestions for change. Chapters in the book consist
of both regional case studies and social science research on the connections of traditional masculinity and patriarchy to
violence and peace building. The Culture of Peace initiatives in this book show how violence is ineffective, and the book
contests the views in the socialisation of boy-children that aggressiveness, violence and force are an acceptable means of
expression.

And Then God Created the Middle East and Said 'Let There Be Breaking News'
Unsentimental and brilliantly compressed, these sixty-three stories are the work of a virtuoso.

Burning Country
Between 2006 and 2009, the talented young American photographer Daniel Demeter traveled broadly throughout Syria,
amassing nearly 30,000 photographs of the country. Lens on Syria presents the very best of that collection. It offers a
remarkable glimpse into the lives and landscapes of pre-war Syria, serving as an evocative reminder of the country's long
history, rich heritage, and diverse culture, so much of which has been threatened or destroyed completely since 2009. By
sharing more than 400 of his stunning images - of Syria's warm and kindhearted people, vibrant markets, exciting
landscapes, archaeological sites, historic monuments, and religious architecture - Demeter gives readers a powerful
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experience of the beauty of a Syria that has seen, tragically, far too much destruction. Lens on Syria 's high-resolution
images are printed on high quality paper stock with detailed captions. Its seven chapters traverse all of Syria's major cities
and historic sites along with many of the country's more remote and hidden treasures.

Aramaya
Haroun, the cat, loves snoozing in the courtyard, yet the sweet-scented jasmine flowers make him sneeze! Can he find a
way to fix the problem?

Artists in Exile
The ongoing conflict in Syria has made clear just how limited the general knowledge of Syrian society and history is in the
West. For those watching the headlines and wondering what led the nation to this point, and what might come next, this
book is a perfect place to start developing a deeper understanding. Based on decades of living and working in Syria, My
House in Damascus offers an inside view of Syria’s cultural and complex religious and ethnic communities. Diana Darke, a
fluent Arabic speaker who moved to Damascus in 2004 after decades of regular visits, details the ways that the Assad
regime, and its relationship to the people, differs from the regimes in Egypt, Tunisia, and Libya—and why it was thus always
less likely to collapse quickly, even in the face of widespread unrest and violence. Through the author’s firsthand
experiences of buying and restoring a house in the old city of Damascus, which she later offered as a sanctuary to friends,
Darke presents a clear picture of the realities of life on the ground and what hope there is for Syria’s future.

Smashing It
A New York Times Notable Book of 2018 “Searingly passionate…Nixey writes up a storm. Each sentence is rich, textured,
evocative, felt…[A] ballista-bolt of a book.” —New York Times Book Review In Harran, the locals refused to convert. They
were dismembered, their limbs hung along the town’s main street. In Alexandria, zealots pulled the elderly philosophermathematician Hypatia from her chariot and flayed her to death with shards of broken pottery. Not long before, their fellow
Christians had invaded the city’s greatest temple and razed it—smashing its world-famous statues and destroying all that
was left of Alexandria’s Great Library. Today, we refer to Christianity’s conquest of the West as a “triumph.” But this victory
entailed an orgy of destruction in which Jesus’s followers attacked and suppressed classical culture, helping to pitch
Western civilization into a thousand-year-long decline. Just one percent of Latin literature would survive the purge;
countless antiquities, artworks, and ancient traditions were lost forever. As Catherine Nixey reveals, evidence of early
Christians’ campaign of terror has been hiding in plain sight: in the palimpsests and shattered statues proudly displayed in
Page 12/15

Online Library Syria Speaks Art And Culture From The Frontline
churches and museums the world over. In The Darkening Age, Nixey resurrects this lost history, offering a wrenching
account of the rise of Christianity and its terrible cost.

Breaking Knees
Several years after the Arab Spring began, democracy remains elusive in the Middle East. While Tunisia has made progress
towards democracy, other countries that overthrew their rulers - Egypt, Yemen, and Libya - remain in authoritarianism and
instability. This volume provides a foundational exploration of the Arab Spring's successes and failures.

Sea Prayer
From the front page of The New York Times to YouTube, Dr. Wafa Sultan has become a force radical Islam has to reckon
with. For the first time, she tells her story and what she learned, first-hand, about radical Islam in A God Who Hates, a
passionate memoir by an outspoken Arabic woman that is also a cautionary tale for the West. She grew up in Syria in a
culture ruled by a god who hates women. "How can such a culture be anything but barbarous?", Sultan asks. "It can't", she
concludes "because any culture that hates its women can't love anything else." She believes that the god who hates is
waging a battle between modernity and barbarism, not a battle between religions. She also knows that it's a battle radical
Islam will lose. Condemned by some and praised by others for speaking out, Sultan wants everyone to understand the
danger posed by A God Who Hates.

Stripped to the Bone
'So much of the reporting of the Middle East at the moment reflects war and human misery; it's inspiring to find, in this
thoughtful and engaging book, a message of hope from what Fr Nadim calls "that region of the world that God chose to live
in when he took human form"' Edward Stourton 'The ultimate question of this book is, why does it matter to me, a human
being, to know the culture of God, and what impact should that have on my own life and existence? The culture of God is
the antithesis of the culture of the Pharisees - yet again and again we fall into the trap of condemning or excluding others.
Understanding the culture of God helps us to uncover God's image within us, a shining jewel buried deep under the dirt of
our selfishness and greed, and helps us to shine as God intends us to, re-forming our relationships with God and with each
other in our amazingly diverse world.' It is as we read the Bible, argues Father Nadim Nassar, that we are invited to discover
what 'the culture of God' - the community of love that makes up the Trinity - looks like, and how it might transform our lives
and our faith. But in order to do so we need to understand the culture of the Bible itself, as well as the particular culture
that forms our own worldview. Ultimately it is Jesus who has direct access to the culture of God; and so we also need to
Page 13/15

Online Library Syria Speaks Art And Culture From The Frontline
understand Jesus within his first-century Levantine context. Father Nadim Nassar is the Church of England's only Syrian
priest and an outspoken advocate for western Christians to recognise the Middle-Eastern roots of their faith. The fresh and
provocative reflections in The Culture of God, his first book, are informed by his experience of growing up in Syria and living
through the conflicts in the region, especially the civil wars in Lebanon and Syria. Taking us on a journey through the
mystery of the incarnation, to Jesus' role as storyteller - Al-Hakawati - his relationship with a disparate cast of people as
narrated by the gospels, and finally his death and resurrection, Father Nadim unfolds for us the culture of God and what it
can mean for a world that so desperately needs both freedom and a way to embrace diversity. 'Fr Nadim's personal
experience of the painful effects of war and conflict in the Middle East is an insightful lens into the brokenness of humanity
that leads to the ongoing violation of the God-given sanctity and dignity of life. At the same time, the paradox of the
Crucifixion and Christianity is presented as a key to understanding the restoration of that same humanity, and the
possibility of reconciliation with God and one another if the life and teachings of Christ are truly lived.' Archbishop Angaelos,
Coptic Orthodox Archbishop of London

Creating Spaces of Freedom
Publisher Description
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