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Functional Perspectives on Grammar and Discourse
This work fills a significant need for a well-researched yet readable guide to discourse analysis. Using cross-linguistic
principles and providing copious examples from both narratives and episles, Runge takes the reader from linguistic theory
to practical exegetical application. Introducing a function-based approach to linguistics, Runge explores New Testament
Greek grammatical conventions by focusing on the communication tasks they accomplish. His study of the ways in which
words are used in texts and contexts has less to do with the specifics of speech and more to do with how humans are wired
to process it. Therefore, Runge looks at how all languages operate before focusing on Greek. This examination of linguistics
in general simplifies the analyticalprocess, and explains how and why we communicate as we do. Readers will learn that
discourse analysis necessarily complements today's formal approaches to linguistics, as they are simultaneously led to a
more accurate description of the biblical text.

The Grammar of Discourse
In this challenging and at times controversial book, Ronald Carter addresses the discourse of 'English' as a subject of
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teaching and learning. Among the key topics investigated are: * grammar * correctness and standard English * critical
language awareness and literacy * language and creativity * the methodological integration of language and literature in
the curriculum * discourse theory and textual interpretation. Investigating English Discourse is a collection of revised, reedited and newly written papers which contain extensive contrastive analyses of different styles of international English.
These range from casual conversation to advertisement, poetry, jokes, metaphor, stories by canonical writers, public
notices and children's writing. Ronald Carter highlights key issues for the study and teaching of 'English' for the year 2000
and beyond, focusing in particular on its political and ideological inflections. Investigating English Discourse is of relevance
to teachers and students and researchers in the fields of discourse analysis, English as a first, second and foreign language,
language and education, applied and literary linguistics.

The Discourse Function of Inversion in English
This book presents an in-depth description of information structure in Isthmus Zapotec, an Otomanguean language spoken
by around 50,000 people in southeastern Oaxaca, Mexico, and represents the first book-length treatment of information
structure in a Mesoamerican language. Three main observations motivate the study: Strong documentation and a relatively
large and active speaker community create a unique opportunity to document information structure in Isthmus Zapotec and
to study the language as it is used by speakers in everyday life;As a tonal and verb-initial language, the examination of
Isthmus Zapotec represents a chance to explore the possible combinations of tone, intonation, morphology and verb-initial
syntax that may occur in the coding of information structure; andThe close analysis of spontaneous speech in an
endangered language contributes to our theoretical understanding of information structure and informs our knowledge of
language documentation practices and revitalization efforts. Overall, the analysis presented here demonstrates the value
and need for information structure studies to document and analyze naturally-occurring data.

Recent Developments in Functional Discourse Grammar
This volume presents new developments in cognitive grammar and explores its descriptive and explanatory potential with
respect to a wide range of language phenomena. These include the formation and use of locationals, causative
constructions, adjectival and nominal expressions of oriented space, morphological layering, tense and aspect, and
extended uses of verbal predicates. There is also a section on the affinities between cognitive grammar an early linguistic
theories, both ancient and modern.

English Grammar
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Discourse and Grammar
This volume presents a collection of papers using the theory of Functional Discourse Grammar (FDG) to analyse and explain
a number of specific constructions or phenomena (external possessor contructions and binominal constructions, negation,
modification, modality, polysynthesis and transparency) from different perspectives, language-specific, comparative and
typological. In addition to applying the theory to the topics in question, these papers aim to contribute to the further
development of the theory by modifying and extending it on the basis of new linguistic evidence from a range of languages,
thus providing the latest state-of-the-art in FDG. The volume as a whole, however, does more than this, as separately and
together the papers collected here aim to demonstrate how FDG, with its unique architecture, can provide new insights into
a number of issues and phenomena that are currently of interest to theoretical linguists in general.

Accessing Noun-Phrase Antecedents (RLE Linguistics B: Grammar)
The series builds an extensive collection of high quality descriptions of languages around the world. Each volume offers a
comprehensive grammatical description of a single language together with fully analyzed sample texts and, if appropriate,
a word list and other relevant information which is available on the language in question. There are no restrictions as to
language family or area, and although special attention is paid to hitherto undescribed languages, new and valuable
treatments of better known languages are also included. No theoretical model is imposed on the authors; the only criterion
is a high standard of scientific quality.

Architecture of Topic
Literary Structures of Religious Meaning in the Qu'ran
Presenting the linguistic basis for courses and projects on translation, contrastive linguistics, stylistics, reading and
discourse studies, this book illustrates grammatical usage through authentic texts from a range of sources, both spoken
and written. This new edition has been thoroughly rewritten and redesigned to include many new texts and examples of
language in use. Key features include: chapters divided into modules of class-length materials; a wide variety of authentic
texts and transcriptions to illustrate points of grammar and to contextualise structure; clear chapter and module summaries
enabling efficient class preparation and student revision; exercises and topics for individual study; answer key for analytical
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exercises; comprehensive index; select biography; suggestions for further reading; and a companion website. This up-todate descriptive grammar is a complete course for first degree and postgraduate students of English, and is particularly
suited for those whose native language is not English.

The Theory of Functional Grammar: Complex and derived constructions
Studies in Functional Discourse Grammar
Topics in Cognitive Linguistics
This edited volume gathers corpus-based studies on topics including English grammar and discourses on media and health,
mainly from a systemic functional linguistics (SFL) perspective, in order to reveal the potential of SFL, which has been
emphasized by Halliday. Various other perspectives, such as philosophy, statistics, genre studies, etc. are also included to
promote SFL’s potential interaction with other theories. Though they employ a diverse range of theoretical perspectives, all
the chapters focus on exploring language in use with the corpus method. The studies collected here are all original,
unpublished research articles that address significant questions, deepen readers’ understanding of SFL, and promote its
potential interaction with other theories. In addition, they demonstrate the great potential that SFL holds for solving
language-related questions in a variety of discourses.

Discourse Grammar of the Greek New Testament
Bringing together papers from various subfields of theoretical linguistics, this volume gives a representative glimpse of
current research on form and function in grammar. Its overarching topic is as old as it is hot: the relation between the major
clause types as determined in syntax, and their canonical or idiosyncratic roles in discourse as characterized in pragmatic
terms. Though none of the papers addresses this topic in its full breadth, they can all be seen to make their specific
contributions to it, scrutinizing the pertinent aspects of the grammatical interfaces and elaborating detailed case studies.
The first part of this collection comprises three papers (by Asher, Portner, and van Rooy & Franke) devoted to the
semantics/pragmatics interface. The second part, with contributions by Rizzi, Saito, and Belletti, deals with the question of
how the constitution of sentence types can be related to properties of functional categories in the clausal periphery.The last
four papers (Bošković, van Riemsdijk, Bauke & Roeper, Williams) concern the interaction of lexical elements and clausal
functional categories, revealing unexpected parallels between clause structure and the internal structure, particularly in
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lexical categories.

Discourse
This new and engaging introduction offers a critical approach to discourse, written by an expert uniquely placed to cover
the subject for a variety of disciplines. Organised along thematic lines, the book begins with an outline of the basic
principles, moving on to examine the methods and theory of CDA (critical discourse analysis). It covers topics such as text
and context, language and inequality, choice and determination, history and process, ideology and identity. Blommaert
focuses on how language can offer a crucial understanding of wider aspects of power relations, arguing that critical
discourse analysis should specifically be an analysis of the effects of power, what power does to people, groups and
societies, and how this impact comes about. Clearly argued, this concise introduction will be welcomed by students and
researchers in a variety of disciplines involved in the study of discourse, including linguistics, linguistic anthropology and
the sociology of language.

A Grammar of Teiwa
Language Topics
This volume contains innovative papers that target the linguistic status of topic at the interface between grammar and
discourse. The purpose of the volume is to discuss the universal properties of topics and, at the same time, to document
the range of discourse-semantic and grammatical variation within this phenomenon in European languages. The volume is
structured accordingly: (i) theoretical foundations of topicality in grammar and discourse; (ii) discourse-semantic correlates
of topicality; (iii) variation in the grammatical (external and internal) encoding of topicality; (iv) topics from the diachronic
perspective. The articles take different perspectives, including contrastive studies of modern languages, studies on
diachronic development, and typological generalizations. They also take into consideration various types of empirical data –
introspective data, semi-spontaneously produced data, experimental data and language corpora. The articles in this volume
show that the concept of topic is necessary for the description and explanation of a number of discourse-semantic
phenomena. They present a state of the art account of the architecture of topic while making recent research on the
phenomenon accessible to a wider readership.

Investigating English Discourse
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This volume brings together a collection of 18 papers that look into the expression of modality in the grammars of natural
languages, with an emphasis on its manifestations in naturally occurring discourse. Though the individual contributions
reflect a diversity of languages, of synchronic and diachronic foci, and of theoretical orientations  all within the broad
domain of functional linguistics  they nonetheless converge around a number of key issues: the relationship between
'mood' and 'modality'; the delineation of modal categories and their nomenclature; the grounding of modality in interactive
discourse; the elusive category 'irrealis'; and the relationship of modal notions and categories to other categories of
grammar.

Information Structure and Sentence Form
The functional notion of “topic” or “topicality” has suffered, traditionally, from two distinct drawbacks. First, it has remained
largely ill defined or intuitively defined. And second, quite often its definition boiled down to structure-dependent circularity.
This volume represents a major departure from past practices, without rejecting both their intuitive appeal and the many
good results yielded by them. First, “topic” and “topicality” are re-analyzed as a scalar property, rather than as an either/or
discrete prime. Second, the graded property of “topicality” is firmly connected with sensible cognitive notions culled from
gestalt psychology, such as “predictability” or “continuity”. Third, we develop and utilize precise measures and quantified
methods by which the property of “topicality” of clausal arguments can be studied in connected discourse, and thus be
properly hinged in its rightful context, that of topic identification, maintenance and recoverability in discourse. Fourth, we
show that many grammatical phenomena which used to be studied by linguists in isolation, all partake in one functional
domain of grammar, that of topic identification. Finally, we demonstrate the validity of this new approach to the study of
“topic” and “topicality” by applying the same text-based quantifying method to a number of typologically-diverse
languages, in studying actual texts. Languages studied here are: Written and spoken English, spoken Spanish, Biblical
Hebrew, Amharic, Hausa, Japanese, Chamorro and Ute.

Discourse Analysis and Other Topics in Biblical Greek
Recent years saw a growing interest in the study of subjectivity, as the linguistic expression of speaker involvement.
Intersubjectivity, defined by Traugott as "the linguistic expression of a speaker/writer's attention to the hearer/reader", on
the other hand, has so far received little explicit attention in its own right, let alone systematic definition and
operationalization. Intersubjectivity and seemingly related notions such as interpersonal meaning, appraisal, stance and
metadiscourse, frequently appear in cognitive-functional accounts, as well as historical and more applied approaches.
These domains offer (partly) conflicting uses of 'intersubjectivity', differ in the overall scope of the concept and the
phenomena it may cover.This book brings together contributions from a variety of different approaches, with the aim of
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disentangling the current web of intertwined notions of intersubjectivity. Rather than focusing on the potentially conflicting
views, the volume aspires to resolve some of the conceptual puzzle by cross-fertilization between the different views, and
spark discussion on how to operationalize 'intersubjectivity' in linguistic research. Originally published in English Text
Construction 5:1 (2012).

Japanese/Korean Linguistics
Analiza: Formación del predicado; Restricciones verbales; Construcciones embebidas; Distinciones de polaridad;
Coordinación; Anáfora; Cláusulas interrogativas; Construcción de focos; Accesibilidad; Hacia una gramática funcional del
discurso.

Cognitive Grammar
Discourse and Grammar in Australian Languages is the first major survey to address the issue of the effects of information
packaging on Australian languages, widely known for nonconfigurationality. The papers are based on individual fieldwork
and describe a wide range of Australian languages of different types, ranging from the polysynthetic languages of Arnhem
Land and the Kimberley to the classical types represented by Walpiri. Topics covered include the pragmatics of information
exchange, the interaction of noun class marking with polarity and referentiality, the effects of specificity on argument
indexing, the discourse uses of the ergative case, the contribution of pronouns to NP reference, the interaction of tense and
aspect clitics with information structure, clause-initial position, and discourse and grammar in Australian languages. The
volume will appeal to scholars interested in discourse, typology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics.

Bulletin
Teiwa is a non-Austronesian ('Papuan') language spoken on the island of Pantar, in eastern Indonesia, located just north of
Timor island. It has approx. 4,000 speakers and is highly endangered. While the non-Austronesian languages of the AlorPantar archipelago are clearly related to each other, as indicated by the many apparent cognates and the very similar
pronominal paradigms found across the group, their genetic relationship to other Papuan languages remains controversial.
Located some 1,000 km from their putative Papuan neighbors on the New Guinea mainland, the Alor-Pantar languages are
the most distant westerly Papuan outliers. A grammar of Teiwa presents a grammatical description of one of these 'outlier'
languages. The book is structured as a reference grammar: after a general introduction on the language, it speakers and
the linguistic situation on Alor and Pantar, the grammar builds up from a description of the language's phonology and word
classes to its larger grammatical constituents and their mutual relations: nominal phrases, serial verb constructions,
Page 7/14

Access Free The Grammar Of Discourse Topics In Language And Linguistics
clauses, clause combinations, and information structure. While many Papuan languages are morphologically complex,
Teiwa is almost analytic: it has only one paradigm of object marking prefixes, and one verbal suffix marking realis status.
Other typologically interesting features of the language include: (i) the presence of uvular fricatives and stops, which is
atypical for languages of eastern Indonesia; (ii) the absence of trivalent verbs: transitive verbs select a single (animate or
inanimate) object, while the additional participant is expressed with a separate predicate; and (iii) the absence of morphosyntactically encoded embedded clauses. A grammar of Teiwa is based on primary field data, collected by the author in
2003-2007. A selection of glossed and translated Teiwa texts of various genres and word lists (Teiwa-English / EnglishTeiwa) are included.

Selected Topics in the Grammar of Limos Kalinga, the Philippines
Accessing Noun-Phrase Antecedents offers a radical shift in the analysis of discourse anaphora, from a purely pragmatic
account to a cognitive account, in terms of processing procedures. Mira Ariel defines referring expressions as markers
signalling the degree of Accessibility in memory of the antecedent. The notion of Accessibility is explicitly defined, the
crucial factors being the Salience of the antecedent, and the Unity between the antecedent and the anaphor. This analysis
yields an astonishing array of new results. The precise distribution of referring expressions in actual discourse is directly
predicted. Several universals of anaphoric relations are stated. Thus, although not all languages necessarily have the same
markers, and nor do they assign them precisely the same function, Ariel shows that they all obey the same Accessibility
marking hierarchy. This book will be compulsory reading for anyone with an interest in the semantics and pragmatics of
referring expressions, in the interaction of semantics and pragmatics, and more generally in the interaction between
peripheral and central cognitive systems.

Topic and Discourse Structure in West Greenlandic Agreement Constructions
Discourse topics are a frequently mentioned but rarely operationalised concept in linguistics. Taking a text linguistic
approach and defining discourse topics as clusterings of concepts, this book examines and compares methods for
investigating topic boundaries, topic identification and topic development. The first book to be devoted to topics in
extended discourse, Discourse Topics examines topics in several genres and generates new insights into the nature of
discourse topics that challenge the status quo. It is essential reading for researchers in linguistics, discourse analysis,
natural language processing and psychology whose work concerns topics.

A Discourse Analysis of the Letter to the Hebrews
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This study attempts to analyse the text of Hebrews with a method of discourse analysis primarily based on a form of
systemic functional linguistics developed for Hellenistic Greek, but it is also informed by other linguistic studies. It begins
with a general survey of the literature that is either influential or representative of approaches to the structure of Hebrews.
The survey is followed by an introduction to the terminology and definitions of discourse analysis, as well as the theory
behind the methodology, and describes a procedure for analysing text. Hebrews is treated as having three sections. The
first section of Hebrews (1:1-4:16) demonstrates the organization of the units, the topic of the units, the prominent text,
and the relationship of the first section with the rest of the discourse. The second section of Hebrews (4:11-10:25) is
described in two parts (4:11-7:28 and 8:1-10:25) because of its length. There is an overlap between the first and second
sections in 4:11-16 and between the second and third sections in 10:19-25. Both of these passages have a concluding
function for the preceding co-text and a staging function for the following co-text, so that they look backwards and
forwards. The third and final section in 10:19-13:25 contains the climax or discourse peak. The study is concluded with a
description of the coherence of the discourse and a presentation of a mental representation of the text. JSNTS and Studies
in New Testament Greek subseries>

Dynamics of Language Changes
In this collection of carefully selected papers connectivity is looked at from the vantage points of language contact,
language change, language acquisition, multilingual communication and related domains based on various European and
Non-European languages. From typological and multilingual perspectives the focus of investigation is on the grammatical
architecture of a number of linguistic devices that interconnect units of text and discourse. The volume is organized along
central concepts: A general section deals with connectivity in language change and language acquisition, subdivisions are
devoted to pronouns, topics and subjects, the role of finiteness in text and discourse, coordination and subordination and
particles, adverbials and constructions. The editors’ preface introduces connectivity as an object of linguistic research.

Modality in Grammar and Discourse
The papers in this volume in honor of Sandra Annear Thompson deal with complex sentences, an important topic in
Thompson’s career. The focus of the contributions is on the ways in which the grammatical properties of complex sentences
are shaped by the communicative context in which they are produced, an approach to grammatical analysis that Thompson
pioneered and developed in the course of her distinguished career.

Corpus-based Approaches to Grammar, Media and Health Discourses
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First published in 1997. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Intersubjectivity and Intersubjectification in Grammar and Discourse
This volume studies how the literary elements in the Qur'an function in conveying its religious message effectively. It is
divided into three parts. Part one includes studies of the whole Qur'an or large segments of it belonging to one historical
period of its revelation; these studies concentrate on the analysis of its language, its style, its structural composition, its
aesthetic characteristics, its rhetorical devices, its imagery, and the impact of these elements and their significance. Part
two includes studies on individual suras of the Qur'an, each of which focuses on the sura's literary elements and how they
produce meaning; each also explores the structure of this meaning and the coherence of its effect. Part three includes
studies on Muslim appreciations of the literary aspects of the Qur'an in past generations and shows how modern linguistic,
semantic, semiotic, and literary scholarship can add to their contributions.

Function and Expression in Functional Grammar
The Japanese/Korean Linguistics Conference is a site for research on Japanese and Korean in a variety of areas, as well as
comparative research on similarities and difference between the two languages. The papers included in this volume are
from the 20th Japanese/Korean Linguistics Conference, which was held at the University of Oxford. The contributions include
studies in syntax, semantics, phonology, prosody, psycholinguistics, sociolinguistics, conversation analysis, historical
linguistics, dialects, discourse, functional linguistics, and first and second language acquisition. This volume deepens our
understanding of both languages in these provide a useful reference for students and scholars in these fields.

A Functional Discourse Grammar of Joshua
Discourse and Grammar in Australian Languages
This book contains eight studies on Functional Discourse Grammar (FDG), with work by FDG's foremost proponents, who
provide both an introduction to the theory and a glimpse of current research projects. FDG derives its name from taking the
discourse act as the basic unit of linguistic analysis. Each such unit receives four parallel analyses displaying its
interpersonal, representational, morphosyntactic and phonological characteristics respectively. What is striking about the
emergence of FDG is that it enters into lively debate with various other contemporary frameworks that share its
functionalist orientation. This facet of FDG is highlighted in this book, every chapter of which brings out the
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interconnectedness of current theoretical trends.

Complex Sentences in Grammar and Discourse
This collection presents a number of studies in the lexico-grammar of English which focus on the one hand on close reading
of language in context and on the other hand on current functional theoretical concerns. The various contributions
represent distinct functionalist models of language, including Functional Grammar and Functional Discourse Grammar,
Systemic-Functional Grammar, Role and Reference Grammar, Cognitive Grammar and Construction Grammar. Taken
together, however, they typify current work being conducted from the grammatical perspective within the functionalist
enterprise, emphasizing on the relation between structure and usage. A fundamental goal of the enterprise is to identify
linguistic structures which are constrained by specific features of use, or which actually encode specific features of use, as
many of the contributions here show.

Topic Continuity in Discourse
In that The Anatomy of Speech Notions (1976) was the precursor to The Grammar of Discourse (1983), this revision
embodies a third "edition" of some of the material that is found here. The original intent of the 1976 volume was to
construct a hierarchical arrangement of notional categories, which find surface realization in the grammatical constructions
of the various languages of the world. The idea was to marshal the categories that every analyst-regardless of theoretical
bent-had to take account of as cognitive entities. The volume began with a couple of chapters on what was then popularly
known as "case grammar," then expanded upward and downward to include other notional categories on other levels.
Chapters on dis course, monologue, and dialogue were buried in the center of the volume. In the 1983 volume, the chapters
on monologue and dialogue discourse were moved to the fore of the book and the chapters on case grammar were made
less prominent; the volume was then renamed The Grammar of Discourse. The current revision features more clearly than
its predecessors the intersection of discourse and pragmatic concerns with grammatical structures on various levels. It
retains and expands much of the former material but includes new material reflecting current advances in such topics as
salience clines for discourse, rhetorical relations, paragraph structures, transitivity, ergativity, agency hierarchy, and word
order typologies.

Structural-functional Studies in English Grammar
This book, a tribute to Angela Downing, consists of twenty papers taking a broadly functional perspective on language, with
topics ranging from the general (grammar as an evolutionary product, text comprehension, integrative linguistics) to
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particular aspects of the grammars of languages (Bulgarian, English, Icelandic, Spanish, Swedish). The more specific papers
are sequenced according to Halliday s division into ideational, textual and interpersonal aspects of the grammar, and cover
a wide range of areas, including aspect, argument structure, noun phrase/nominal group structure and nominalisations,
pronominal clitics, theme in relation to writing skills, discourse structures and markers, the role of attention in conversation,
the functions of topic, phatic communion, subjectification, formulaic language and modality. A recurrent theme in the
volume is the use of corpus materials in order to base functional descriptions on authentic productions. Overall, the volume
constitutes a panoramic but nevertheless detailed view of some important current trends in functional linguistics.

Information structure in Isthmus Zapotec narrative and conversation
This second volume in honour of Michael Halliday contains three sections: The Design of Language, Text and Discourse and
Exploring Language as Social Semiotic, and concludes with a recent interview conducted by Paul Thibault in which Halliday
provides further insights in his theory of language. The essential design features of language are semantic, lexicogrammatical and phonological. Text for Halliday is a semantic unit expressed by the lexico-grammatical and phonological
patterns in language. The papers in the first section study aspects of these three strata of language and the relation
between them. The second section deals with units higher than the clause complex and the papers there attempt to
integrate the analysis of the lexico-grammatical and phonological systems into higher level discourse units. The papers in
the third section develop the notion of language as social semiotic which is central to Haliday s model of language.

Discourse and Grammar
This collection brings together into one volume papers first delivered in the Section on Biblical Greek Language and
Linguistics at the Society of Biblical Literature annual meetings in 1992 and 1993. Part I, on discourse analysis, includes an
introductory survey of the field, followed by three major papers and two responses. Each author uses his particular model of
discourse analysis to analyse the book of Philippians, paying particular attention to the question of unity. Part 2, on other
topics in biblical Greek, includes a probing introduction on the nature of language and five papers on a range of other
topics, including the language of Paul, the word Ýsee file for Greek letters ̈ in the church fathers, the syntax of 1 Tim. 2.12,
ÝGreek ̈ in Acts 6.1, and ÝGreek ̈ in Rom. 4.1.

Discourse Topics
This book fills a long standing need for a basic introduction to Cognitive Grammar that is current, authoritative,
comprehensive, and approachable. It presents a synthesis that draws together and refines the descriptive and theoretical
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notions developed in this framework over the course of three decades. In a unified manner, it accommodates both the
conceptual and the social-interactive basis of linguistic structure, as well as the need for both functional explanation and
explicit structural description. Starting with the fundamentals, essential aspects of the theory are systematically laid out
with concrete illustrations and careful discussion of their rationale. Among the topics surveyed are conceptual semantics,
grammatical classes, grammatical constructions, the lexicon-grammar continuum characterized as assemblies of symbolic
structures (form-meaning pairings), and the usage-based account of productivity, restrictions, and well-formedness. The
theory's central claim - that grammar is inherently meaningful - is thereby shown to be viable. The framework is further
elucidated through application to nominal structure, clause structure, and complex sentences. These are examined in broad
perspective, with exemplification from English and numerous other languages. In line with the theory's general principles,
they are discussed not only in terms of their structural characterization, but also their conceptual value and functional
motivation. Other matters explored include discourse, the temporal dimension of language structure, and what grammar
reveals about cognitive processes and the construction of our mental world.

Connectivity in Grammar and Discourse
A Grammar of Supyire
This major contribution to the study of discourse pragmatics investigates the 'information structure' of sentences.
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